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H)    This  issue  is  being  mailed 
free  to  the  entire  town 
for  notice  of  and 
information  on  the 
Special  Town  Meeting. 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  TO  BE  HELD  JAN.  1 1 


The  Sheffield  Board  of  Selectmen  has  set 
a  special  town  meeting  for  mid-January. 
The  issue  that  needs  attention  before  the 
annual  town  meeting  in  May:  keeping  the 
new  Senior  Center  project  on  track  for 
construction  to  start  in  the  spring. 

"We  found  we  can't  proceed  with 
bidding  on  the  Senior  Center  project 
until  we  have  an  easement  for  the  septic 
system,"  said  Joe  Kellogg,  Sheffield's  Town 
Administrator.  "Since  we  want  to  bid  in 
the  winter  when  prices  are  generally  better 
and  we  want  to  break  ground  as  soon  as  it 


thaws,  we  need  to  have  the  okay  now." 

Article  2  on  the  special  town  meeting 
warrant  is  "to  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to 
accept  an  easement  from  the  Sheffield  Post 
Home."  Sheffield  Post  Home  is  the  owner 
of  the  land  where  the  American  Legion 
stands  and  donor  of  the  land  on  Cook  Rd. 
where  the  new  center  will  be  built.  Perc 
tests  on  that  land  showed  the  soil  wasn't 
suitable  for  a  septic  system.  The  new 
system  would  benefit  the  Post  Home,  too. 

"Approval  of  the  article  will  give  the 
Town  the  final  site  control  we  need  to 


PROGRESS  ON  THE  NEW  SENIOR  CENTER 


If  all  goes  well,  there  will  be  a  new  Senior 
Center  in  Sheffield  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  project,  stalled  after  state  grant  money 
failed  to  materialize,  was  revived  last  fall 
thanks  to  the  American  Recovery  Act. 
The  new  center  is  to  be  built  on  Cook 
Rd.  behind  the  American  Legion  Hall  on 
Route  7,  on  land  donated  to  the  town  by 
the  Sheffield  Post  Home  in  2006. 

To  move  forward,  the  project  requires 
an  easement  for  a  septic  system,  necessi- 
tating the  special  town  meeting  called  for 
Jan.  11.  See  the  story  above. 

A  new  firm  of  architects,  Barry 
'Architects  of  Pittsfield,  has  been  hired  to 
manage  the  constuction,  using  the  plans 
as  developed. 

"It's  a  longtime  Berkshire  County  firm 
experienced  in  municipal  buildings,"  said 
Joe  Kellogg,  Sheffield's  Town  Adminis- 
trator. "The  Town  was  unable  to  reach 
agreement  with  the  original  architect, 


Reinhardt  Associates,  on  the  fee."  (For 
more,  see  the  minutes  from  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  meeting  of  Oct.  26,  page  13.) 

The  Town  has  hired  Berkshire 
Housing  Corporation,  which  wrote  the 
Community  Development  Block  Grant 
for  Sheffield,  to  administer  the  grant. 

The  Town  hopes  to  bid  out  the  proj- 
ect in  February  or  March,  with  construc- 
tion beginning  in  March  or  April. 

Sheffield's  Senior  Center  has  been 
located  in  Dewey  Hall  since  1978,  where 
it  must  share  space  with  other  uses  and 
organizations.  The  Senior  Center  is  run 
by  Sheffield's  Council  On  Aging,  under 
the  directorship  of  John-Arthur  Miller. 
The  effort  to  create  a  dedicated  facility 
has  been  going  on  for  a  decade. 

To  furnish  and  supply  the  new 
building,  Friends  of  the  Senior  Center, 
a  nonprofit  organization,  was  formed  in 
2007.  For  more,  see  page  12. 


move  ahead  with  the  project,"  said  Kellogg. 

Also  on  the  warrant  aretwo  other 
articles.  "Since  we  had  those  articles  ready 
to  go,  we're  putting  them  on  this  war- 
rant to  lighten  up  the  one  in  May,"  said 
Kellogg. 

Article  1  asks  for  permission  to  peti- 
tion the  legislature  to  waive  the  maxi- 
mum retirement  age  for  James  McGarry, 
Sheffield's  police  chief,  who  will  soon  be 
65.  The  article  asks  for  the  waiver  to  run 
until  June  30,  2015. 

Article  3  is  a  collection  of  zoning 
bylaw  modifications  that  could  expand 
the  types  of  businesses  allowed  in  the 
General  Business  and  Commercial 
zoning  districts — what  are  known  in 
the  bylaws  as  "uses."  Rather  than  exclude 
those  uses  entirely,  it  would  allow  the 
Planning  Board  to  issue  a  special  permit 
that  allows  the  uses. 

The  revised  bylaws  would  allow  banks, 
business  or  professional  offices,  farm  stands, 
commercial  kennels  and  markets  by  special 
permit  in  the  General  Business  zone.  It 

Continued  on  page  3 

CALL  TO  ACTION  ON  THE 
SHEFFIELD  TIMES  APPEAL 

Each  year  we  need  to  raise  $20,000  to 
keep  the  Sheffield  Times  going,  to  pay  for 
printing,  postage,  insurance  and  the  like. 
Our  fall  appeal  started  the  process  and 
had  brought  in  $4,000  as  of  Dec.  31. 

Please  be  generous!  Please  support 
your  community  newsletter  and  help 
us  keep  publishing!  See  the  coupon  on 
page  23. 
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SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 

It's  not  a  subscription — it's  a  way  to  make  Sheffield  a  better  place  to  live. 

If  you  haven't  sent  in  your  contribution,  do  it  now! 

\                                                   AND  THANK  YOU! 
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TOWN  MEETING,  from  page  1 


would  allow  craftpersons  shops  and 
farm  supply  stores  by  special  permit  in 
the  Commercial  and  General  Business 
zones.  Under  the  current  bylaws,  those 
uses  are  prohibited. 

"The  Planning  Board  is  attempting 
to  make  the  Commercial  and  General 
business  zones  more  business  friendly, 
by  allowing  Special  Permit  requests 
in  areas  now  closed  to  certain  types 
of  businesses,"  said  Dave  Smith,  Sr.,  a 
member  of  the  board. 

Sheffield  has  four  zoning  dis- 
tricts. "Rural"  comprises  most  of  the 
town's  48/4  square  miles. "Village 
Center"  covers  Sheffield  Center  and 
much  of  the  Sheffield  Plain,  from 
around  Cook  Rd.  to  Root  Ln.  along 
Route  7,  and  Ashley  Falls  around 
the  Green.  "Commercial"  is  along 
Route  7  in  three  areas:  from  the 
northern  border  of  the  town  south 
to  Lime  Kiln  and  Kellogg  Roads; 
north  of  the  Village  Center  from  the 


Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.  south  to 
Cook  Rd.;  and  south  of  the  Vil- 
lage Center,  to  Rannapo  and  Pike 
Roads.  "General  Business"  lies  in 
four  areas.  One  is  around  Kellogg 
Rd.  and  Boardman  St,  where  Blue 
Point  Design  is.  Another  is  the 
Sheffield  Business  Park  between 
Hewins  St.  and  East  Stahl  Roads 
in  Ashley  Falls.  The  other  two 
areas  fill  in  along  Route  7:  from 
Lime  Kiln  Rd.  to  the  Sheffield- 
Egremont  Rd.  north  of  the 
Village  Center  and  east  of  Route 
7  south  of  the  Village  Center. 

The  special  town  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Mon.,Jan.  11,  at  7pm  at  the 
Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center  at 
Mt.  Everett  High  School. 

You  can  find  the  full  text  of 
the  warrant  posted  at  the  town's 
website  (www.sheffieldma.gov) 
under  "Recent  Headlines). 

— Andrea  Scott 


Ruial  Duti.cl  nubile  W.Ioi  Supply  Oiwlay  Zunu  ! 
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Sheffield's  zoning  map  is  on  the  town  website  with 
Planning  Board  documents.  The  areas  that  show  as 
dark  tints  when  reproduced  in  black  and  white  are 
the  Commercial  and  General  Business  zones. 


STUDENTS  CELEBRATE  SUCCESSFUL  PETFOOD  DRIVE 

The  holiday  spirit  is  alive  and  well  at  Undermountain 
Elementary  School  in  Sheffield.  The  generosity  of  the 
school's  students  has  ensured  that  the  needy  pets  served 
by  Pet  Partners  of  the  Tri-State  Berkshires  will  con- 
tinue to  have  the  food  they  need. 

Pet  Partners  is  a  new  Berkshire-based  non-profit 
organization  that  exists  to  help  pet  owners  facing 
economic  crisis  with  free  pet  food  and  reduced  rates  for 
spaying/ neutering  and  veterinary  care.  According  to  Pet 
Partners  co-founder,  Sheffield  resident  Bette  Ellen- 
bogen/At  a  time  when  people  may  have  lost  a  job,  an 
•income  or  even  a  home,  they  should  not  feel  that  they 
also  have  to  lose  a  beloved  pet." 

In  early  November,  the  students  at  Undermountain, 
under  the  direction  of  language  lab  teacher  Kim  Moon, 
began  a  pet  food  drive  to  help  Pet  Partners'  needy  pets 
and  their  owners.  On  one  level,  the  purpose  of  the 
project  was  community  service.  On  another,  it  was  a 
learning  opportunity,  designed  to  help  the  students 
hone  their  skills  in  sorting,  adding  and  graph  making. 

Spurred  on  by  a  competition  between  classes,  the  students 
collected  a  total  of  250  cans,  bags  and  boxes  of  food  and  treats 
for  cats,  dogs  and  rabbits.  On  Dec.  18,  they  presented  the  food 
to  Ellenbogen,  who  thanked  everyone  for  their  support  and 
caring.  She  then  joined  the  students  of  Carol  Ides  third  grade 
and  Danielle  Forest's  fourth  grade  classes  in  a  pizza  party  that 
celebrated  the  winning  of  the  competition  by  the  fourth  grade. 

Ordinarily,  only  the  winning  class  would  have  been  invited 
to  the  pizza  party.  But  third  grader  and  student  facilitator 
Campbell  Ingersoll,  who  throughout  the  competition  won 
tokens  for  his  hard  work,  decided  to  use  the  tokens  to  include 


Undermountain  Elementary's  3rd  and  4th  grade  class  and  the  pet  food  the 
classes  collected  for  Pet  Partners,  which  helps  pet  owners  in  financial  need. 

the  class  that  placed  second  in  the  party.  That  class  turned  out 
to  be  Campbell's  own. 

Some  of  the  pet  food  donated  by  the  students  will  be 
distributed  through  area  food  banks.  Some  will  be  personally 
delivered  to  homebound  pet  owners  by  Ellenbogen,  her  Pet 
Partners  co-founder  Faith  Connolly  of  Canaan,  NY,  and  the 
volunteers  who  work  with  them. 

For  further  information  about  Pet  Partners,  call  Bette  Ellen- 
bogen at  229-8579  or  Faith  Connolly  at  518-781-0362. 

A  huge  holiday  thank  you'  to  the  Undermountain  students 
from  a  lot  of  hungry  pets  and  everyone  at  Pet  Partners. 

— Linda  Greenwald 


Community  News 


A  CHURCH  TRANSFORMED:  The  Studio  of  Warner  Friedman 


Think  of  the  classic  New  England  town 
and  you'll  immediately  conjure  up  a  vision 
of  a  village  center  with  several  graceful 
churches.  Sheffield  is  no  exception,  having 
Old  Parish  Church,  Christ  Church  Epis- 
copal, and,  just  south  of  these,  the  former 
Methodist  church  at  the  intersection  of 
Main  St.  (Route  7)  and  Berkshire  School 
Rd.,  now  the  private  home  and  studio  of 
artist  Warner  Friedman. 

"The  building  was  amazing,  typical 
of  the  Greek  Revival  style  so  prevalent  in 
Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls,  with  colossal 
chestnut  beams,"  says  Friedman. 

The  building  dates  back  to  1842. 
The  prior  year,  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  organized  in  Ashley  Falls 
with  Reverend  John  Crawford  as  its  first 
pastor.  In  1842  he  organized  a  Method- 
ist Society  in  Sheffield  and  a  church 
with  a  capacity  of  300  was  built,  its 
steeple  soaring  high  above  the  town. 

Greek  Revival  style  was  prevalent 
between  1820  and  1860.  The  Greek  War 
of  Independence  from  the  Turks  in  1827 
had  aroused  enormous  sympathy  here, 
and  the  democratic  ideals  of  the  ancient 
Greeks  appealed  mightily  to  independent 


A  painting  inspired  by  the  building  he  inhabits: 
Friedman's  White  Building  Series  #5, 1997, 
72  by  48  inches,  acrylic  on  canvas. 


extensive  repairs.  When  it  reopened 
later  that  year,  the  Sheffield  church 
partnered  with  one  in  Great  Barrington 
for  many  years,  and  then  in  1962,  with 
the  one  in  Ashley  Falls.  Services  were 
held  in  Sheffield  during  the  summer 
months  and  in  Ashley  Falls  during 
the  winter,  with  Betty  LeGeyt  as  the 
first  mutual  pastor.  In  1965,  the  two 
churches  voted  to  form  the  United 
Trinity  Methodist  Church,  holding  all 
its  services  in  Ashley  Falls.  In  1971,  the 
Sheffield  church  was  sold  to  Warner 
Friedman,  and  he  moved  there  in  1972. 

Friedman  is  an  artist  from  New 
York  who  had  come  to  love  the 
Berkshires.  He  was  looking  for  space 
to  work  in  and  had  been  storing  his 
paintings  in  the  Old  Mill  restaurant  in 
Egremont  before  it  was  a  restaurant. 
He  knew  that  the  church  was  stand- 
ing empty  and  that  Milt  Barnum,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
Ashley  Falls,  had  the  key.  From  the 
moment  he  saw  it,  he  loved  it.  He  still 
does.  "They're  never  going  to  get  me  out 
of  here,"  he  says. 


From  the  start,  Milt  was  a  great 
Americans,  who  were  turning  away  from  the  British-influenced        support,  and  Friedman  needed  it  because  the  church  needed 
Georgian  and  Colonial  styles.  a  fair  amount  of  work  to  make  it  habitable.  At  first  he  used 

The  basic  plan  is  a  rectangle,  with  the  short  gable  end  facing      it  as  just  studio  space.  He  worked  on  it  two  years  before 


the  street.  In  tune  with  the  brilliant  white  of  ruined  Greek 
temples,  Greek  Revival  buildings  were  usually  painted  white 
with  white  trim.  The  roofline  is  framed  by  heavy  wooden 
moldings;  additional  moldings  run  horizontally  to  complete 
the  triangle  suggested  by  the  gable  in  imitation  of  the  pedi- 
ments found  on  temples. 

In  1904,  the  Methodist  church  was  closed  for  a  season  for 


moving  in.  He  fixed  the  roof  and  the  chimneys  and,  with  the 
help  of  friends,  turned  the  rear  of  the  building,  which  had 
been  added  around  1890,  into  two  bedrooms  and  a  bath- 
room. Unfortunately,  the  steeple  turned  out  to  be  riddled 
with  termites  and  had  to  be  taken  down  by  steeplejacks, 
along  with  the  massive  steel  bell. 

While  there  were  no  pews  left  in  the  main  part  of  the 


Happy  New  Year  to  the  town  were  proud  to  call  home* 

Here's  to  a  great  2010  together. 


Berkshire  School 


church,  there  were  some  in  the  back  room.  Friedman  gave  them 
to  The  Lantern,  the  former  bar  in  Ashley  Falls.  Up  in  the  attic, 
he  found  newspapers  from  1866  with  references  to  Andrew 
Johnson.  He  gave  those  to  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society.  The 
bell,  cast  in  Sheffield,  England,  now  sits  in  the  garden  between 
Town  Hall  and  the  Old  Stone  Store. 

What  Friedman  loved  most  was  the  size  and  scale  of  the 
main  part  of  the  church,  a  rectangle  40  by  70  feet,  on  an  east/ 
west  axis.  He  compares  the  dimensions  of  the  space  to  the 
"golden  rectangle"  of  Renaissance  painting.  (A  golden  rect- 
angle is  one  whose  sides  are  in  the  golden  ratio,  approximately 
1:1.618.)  A  distinctive  feature  of  this  shape  is  that  when  a 
square  section  is  removed,  the  remainder  is  a  rectangle  with  the 
same  proportions  as  the  first — that  is,  another  golden  rectangle. 
Squares  can  be  removed  again  and  again,  and  the  corners  of 
the  squares  trace  an  infinite  sequence  of  points  on  the  "golden 
spiral,"  the  unique  logarithmic  spiral  that  has  this  property. 

Friedman  trained  originally  as  an  engineer  and  then, 
after  taking  classes  at  the  Pratt  Institute,  went  on  to  study 
art  at  Cooper  Union.  Experimenting  early  with  Realism, 
Modernism  and  Abstract  Expressionism,  his  engineering 
and  mathematical  background  led  him  to  abstract  geometric 
works.  Those  evolved  into  more  realistic  paintings  that  show 


DEWEY  HALL  FOLK  CONCERT  SERIES 

1    The  music  continues  on  the  first  Saturday  of  the  month  at 
Dewey  Hall,  9 1  Main  St.  on  the  Green  in  Sheffield.With  check- 
ered tablecloths  and  candles,  light  refreshments,  and  a  beautiful 
architectural  space,  the  Folk  Concert  Series  is  always  a  delightful 
and  romantic  night  out  Musicians  come  from  near  and  far  to 
perform  their  acoustic  music  in  this  copacetic  space.  Shows 
start  at  7:30pm.There  is  a  suggested  donation  of  $  1 0  though  all 
are  welcome  regardless  of  what  they  can  afford  to  contribute. 
On  Feb.  6,  David  Reed  plays  "original  and  highly  eclectic  rigama- 
role."  On  Mar.  6,  Robby  Baier  will  perform  original  folk  rock 

an  unconventional  approach  to  land  and  seascape  painting. 
One  of  his  influences  was  Edward  Hopper,  and  Friedman's 
paintings  echo  his  spare  style.  He  has  become  more  and  more 
interested  in  local  architecture  and  especially,  the  stark  white 
Greek  revival  buildings. "For  years,"  he  says,  "I  studied  how  the 
sunlight  and  shadows  played  on  the  surface  of  these  structures 
and  eventually  these  observations  compelled  me  to  record  this 
imagery  in  paint." 

In  this  former  Methodist  church,  the  soaring  ceiling  and  the 
brilliant  light  coming  in  through  the  wide,  16-foot-high  win- 
dows of  the  main  space  have  come  to  provide  inspiration  for  an 
artist.  The  stark  and  dramatic  canvases  stacked  against  the  walls 
are  a  testament  to  the  ways  in  which  the  striking  simplicity  and 
classic  proportions  of  this  Greek  Revival  building  in  which  they 
are  created  have  influenced  and  transformed  Friedman's  work. 

— Gillian  Hettinger 
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12™  annual 

WINTER 
LECTURE 


A  Geologist's 
View  of  Sheffield 

with  Frank  Lowenstein 

Saturday,  February  27,  3-5  pm 

at  Dewey  Hall 

Afternoon  tea  and  refreshments  will  be  served 

&  The  public  is  welcome 

?f    Admission  is  free 

&    Donations  welcome 

Call  229-0234  for  more  information 


Fine  Gardens  ■  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 
Plant  Health  Care 


To  Our  Clients,  Staff,  Vendors  and  Friends 

It  Is  with  Gratitude  that  We 

Look  back  on  2009 

And  with  Hope  for 

Good  Health  and  Prosperity 

That  We  Look  Forward  to  201 0! 


1719  North  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-8124 

www.websteringersolI.com 


Community  News 


NEWS  FROM  MT.  EVERETT 


Seniors  Wine  and  Dine 

There  is  no  gesture  better  than  sharing 
the  best  you  have  with  your  community 
especially  during  the  holiday  season.  Some 
Mt.  Everett  students  got  that  gift  on  Dec. 
3,  when  the  Mt.  Everett  band,  chorus  and 
culinary  programs  put  together  the  annual 
luncheon  for  local  senior  citizens.  Some 
100  seniors  were  served  and  entertained 
by  Mt.  Everett  students  and  staff 

The  lunch  of  ham,  turkey,  roast  beef, 
glazed  carrots,  potatoes  and  a  variety  of 
desserts  was  prepared  by  students  in  the 
school's  Culinary  Arts  program,  under 
the  direction  of  Suzanne  Petrucci. 

Not  only  did  the  school's  guests 
enjoy  the  food,  they  enjoyed  the  school's 
jazz  band,  led  by  Courtney  English,  the 
school's  band  teacher.  The  band  played 
a  mix  that  ranged  from  Kings  of  Swing 
to  Hot  Chocolate.  The  high  school  band 
and  Nancy  Loder's  middle  school  and 
high  school  chorus  joined  for  a  piece 
called  "An  English  Christmas."  The  guests 
were  also  treated  to  a  performance  of 
a  selection  from  Grades  3-6's  musical 
production  of  "101  Dalmations." 

Many  of  the  seniors  have  been  coming 
to  these  lunches  for  years.  James  Miller 
liked  that  it  was  "a  mix  between  people 
who  were  4  years  old  and  85  years  old." 
Said  Evelyn  Casivant,"All  four  of  my 
children  graduated  from  here  and  three 
of  my  grandchildren  are  here.  Everything 
from  the  door  to  the  food  was  great." 

Glenn  DeVoti,  principal  of  Mt.  Ever- 
ett, thanked  the  students,  staff  members 


and  the  Sheffield 
Senior  Center, 
who  worked 
together  to  make 
the  event  hap- 


Tfoe  curtain  call  for  "Romeo  and  Juliet." 


pen.  "As  much  as  the  seniors  enjoyed  their 
afternoon,  the  students  also  look  forward 
to  this  event  each  year,"  he  noted. 

Mr.  DeVoti  recognized  the  special  efforts 
of  two  people  in  their  service  to  Mt.  Everett. 
One  was  Peggy  Wilson,  who  is  leading  a 
gardening  program  for  the  elementary  school 
students.  She  also  works  with  students 
in  landscaping  the  schoool  grounds  and 
caring  for  the  plants  at  the  PreK-12  campus. 
Charles  Higgins,  or  Coach  "Chuck,"  as  he  is 
called,  was  thanked  for  the  many  years  he  has 
volunteered  to  help  coach  in  the  Mt.  Everett 
sports  program. 

Special  thanks  went  out  to  Mt. 
Everett  teachers  Jeanne  Lemlin  and  Ms. 
Petrucci,  the  cafeteria  ladies  and  all  of  the 
students  and  staff  members  who  helped 
make  this  event  a  success.  Mr.  DeVoti 
emphasized  that  it  is  especially  good  to 
show  the  community  from  time  to  time 
the  great  things  our  students  do. 

— Mohamed  El  Betity 

The  Crowds  Cheer  For  Shakespeare 

More  than  30  students  from  grades  7-12 
worked  hard  this  fall  to  create  their  spin 
on  "Romeo  and  Juliet."  After  hours  spent 
on  rehearsals,  setting  up  lights,  creating 
costumes,  and  memorizing  lines  the  shows 
were  packed  with  students,  parents,  and 
teachers.  Performances  were  at  the  Conso- 


lati  Performing  Arts  Center  at  Mt.  Everett 
on  Nov  13  and  14  and  at'Tall  Festival" 
at  Shakespeare  and  Company  in  Lenox 
on  Nov.  21.  Everyone  who  attended  the 
shows  agree  that  the  Mt.  Everett  students 
gave  a  great  performance. 

The  directors  were  Kaitlin  Henderson 
and  Dan  Kurtz.  They  both  knew  that  this 
year's  production  would  be  "wonderful, 
emotional,  and  full  of  amazing  fight  scenes," 
which  it  was.'Tm  really  excited  that  I  got  to 
tell  most  of  the  dirty  jokes,"  says  Zoe  Laiz, 
who  played  the  Nurse  in  the  production. 

For  more  than  20  years,  Shakespeare 
and  Company  has  provided  directors  to 
area  high  schools  to  create  productions  of 
Shakespeare  plays.  Mt.  Everett  has  been 
one  of  the  fortunate  schools  chosen  to 
put  on  a  performance. 

Shakespeare  and  Company  Fall  Fes- 
tival includes  nine  other  schools.  The 
vibe  there  is  very  different  than  that 
at  Mt.  Everett.  Students  from  other 
schools  playing  in  other  productions  all 
watch  and  appreciate  the  work  of  their 
fellow  actors. "Fall  Fest  is  something 
completely  different  from  what  people 
think  of  high  school  plays.  It  is  defi- 
nitely a  place  to  have  fun,"  says  six-year 
veteran  Alyssa  O'Connor,  playing  Lady 
Capulet  in  "Romeo  and  Juliet." 

— Bethany  Pothul 


The  members  of  Sheffield  Volunteer  Hose  Company  No*  1,  Inc*  give 
our  thanks  to  the  residents  and  businesses  of  Sheffield  and  surrounding 
communities  who  generously  gave  donations  of  money  materials  and 
labor  to  the  Sheffield  Volunteer  Fire  Department  s  truck  bay  addition* 

We  wish  you  a  safe  and  prosperous  2010* 


AUTHORS,  AUTHORS! 

Several  Berkshire  School  journalism  students,  all  class  of  2010,  visited  Local  Authors 
Day  at  the  BushnellSage  Library  on  Nov.  7  and  polled  a  few  of  the  writers. 


Author:  Steve  Donaldson  of  Great 

Barrington 

Promoting:  Along  Route  Seven,  A  Journey 

Through  Western  New  England 

High  school  attended?  Cranbrook  High 

School,  Bloomfield  Hills,  Ml 

News  source?  Yahoo. 

Book  every  high  school  student 

should  read:  Crime  and  Punishment, 

because  of  its  priceless  lessons." 

Future  of  the  written  word?  "I'm  a 

photography  guy,  so  it  doesn't  look  all  that 

bad  for  me." 

— Dakota  Richardson,  interviewer 

Author:  Jim  Bouton  of  Egremont 
Promoting:  8a//  Four.The  Final  Pitch 
High  school  attended?  Bloom  Township 
High  School,  Chicago  Heights,  IL 
Book  every  high  school  student 
should  read?  A  People's  History  of  the 
United  States,  so  they  can  learn  about  the 
country  in  which  they  live." 
Future  of  the  written  word?  "I  don't 
think  books  will  just  one  day  go  away. 
People  will  still  want  the  tactile  feel  of  a 
book."  — Keith  Veronesi 

Author:  Sue  Maney  MacVeety  of  Sheffield 

Promoting:  Singing  Sea 

High  school  attended?  Roger  Ludlowe 

High  School,  Fairfield,  CT 

News  source?  Democracy  Now,  National 

Public  Radio 

Book  every  high  school  student 

should  read?  Ishmael,  because  it  is  a 

great  book. 

Future  of  the  written  word?  Writing 

words  is  a  process  that  will  never  die. 

— Sheffield  resident  Malcolm  McCain 

Author:  John  Toffey  of  Great  Barrington 

Promoting:  Jack  Toffey's  War 

High  school  attended?  Philips  Exeter 

Academy,  Exeter,  NH 

News  source?  New  York  Times 

Book  every  high  school  student 

should  read?  "My  book,  and  if  you  can't 

get  it,  Moby  Dick  or  Catcher  in  the  Rye." 

Future  of  the  written  word?  "Tenuous. 

It's  not  how  things  are  being  written,  it's 

what's  being  written."    — Ryan  MacDonald 


Author:  Gina  Hyams  of  Great  Barrington 

Promoting:  Mexicasa.The  Enchanting  Inns 

and  Haciendas  of  Mexico 

High  school  attended?  Lowell  High 

School,  San  Francisco 

News  source?  Berkshire  Eagle 


Book  every  high  school  student 
should  read?  "Catcher  in  the  Rye.  Every 
teen  thinks  he  or  she  is  the  first,  but  this 
book  shows  that  teens  have  been  the 
same  forever." 

Future  of  the  written  word?  "They  will 
manifest  digitally  online,  but  still  be  words." 

— Ty  Roselli 

Author:  Jana  Laiz  of  Egremont 
Promoting:  Weeping  UnderThis  Same  Moon 
High  school  attended?  White  Plains 
High  School, White  Plains,  NY 
News  source?  National  Public  Radio  and 
the  Sunday  New  York  Times 
Book  every  high  school  student 
should  read?  "Weeping  UnderThis  Same 
Moon,  because  it  is  about  a  high  school 
student  working  to  find  who  they  truly  are 
while  battling  adversity.This  parallels  just 
about  every  high  school  student  there  is." 
Future  of  the  written  word?  "Books. 
Nothing  will  ever  beat  the  touch,  the 
smell,  the  feelings,  and  the  joy  that  a  book 
brings."  — Zach  Harris 


Authors  Elise  Lujkin,  top,  and  Charlie 
Steinhacker,  above.  Below:  Local  Authors 
Day  volunteers  Harry  Conklin,  Brece 
Honeycutt,  Martin  Mitsoff,  Anne  Dunn 
and  Jamie  Foster. 


Community  News 


SHEFFIELD  STUDENTS  ABROAD: 
Lowenstein  in  Ecuador 

This  past  July,  I  flew  to  Ecuador  and  traveled  to  the  Bilsa 
Biological  Reserve  to  help  conserve  the  rainforest.  The  reserve 
is  composed  of  about  10,000  acres  of  pristine  primary  and 
secondary  rainforest,  punctuated  by  beautiful  rivers  and  popu- 
lated by  exotic  birds  and  screeching  howler  monkeys.  And  like 
much  of  the  rain  forest  remaining  in  the  world,  it  is  in  danger 
of  vanishing.  Unique  and  endangered  species  there  include  the 
long-wattled  umbrella  bird  and  the  Bilsa  frog. 

Volunteers  at  the  reserve  work  along  with  the  scientists  and 
forest  guards  to  replant  trees,  gather  seeds,  observe  the  animals 
and  document  plants.  Volunteers  also  take  long  hikes  through 
the  forest  and  the  rivers,  and  have  a  unique  opportunity  to  learn 
about  the  forest  and  the  plants  and  animals  inside  it.  Guided  by 
the  scientists,  the  volunteers  learn  the  beauty  of  the  rainforest, 
while  helping  to  ensure  its  survival. 

On  one  day,  for  example,  we  took  a  hike  to  look  at  birds  and 
trees  like  mother-in-law's  tongue,  or  lengua  de  suegra,  an  Ecua- 
dorian tree  with  leaves  that  are  green  on  one  side  and  brilliant 
red  on  the  other.  Our  guides  explained  that  the  name  comes 
from  the  stereotype  that  your  mother-in-law  shows  one  face  to 
you  and  another  to  the  rest  of  the  family. 

I  was  also  recording  birdcalls  with  my  dad,  Frank  Lowenstein. 


VOLUNTEERS  WANTED  FOR  FARM  ORAL  HISTORIES 

The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  and  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society 
have  joined  forces  to  collect  photos  and  histories  of  Shef- 
field's many  farms. The  project, "Voice  from  the  Fields:  the 
Family  Farms  of  Sheffield,"  will  result  in  a  show  of  then-and- 
now  photographs  at  the  Old  Stone  Store  in  May  and  in  a  rich 
historical  resource  for  the  Historical  Society's  archives. 

If  you  have  photos,  information  or  would  like  to  help, 
call  Susan  Rothschild  at  229-293 1  .The  project  is  looking  for 
volunteers  to  help  with  transcriptions  as  well  as  interviews. 

Later  on  in  the  hike,  we  found  and  collected  the  just-dropped 
seeds  of  an  endangered  tree  that  only  drops  seeds  once  every  five 
years  and  is  becoming  rare  in  the  forest.  The  seeds  will  be  used  to 
preserve  and  spread  the  species  throughout  the  reservation. 

I  couldn't  have  gone  on  this  trip  without  the  Alice  and 
Richard  Henriquez  Memorial  Fund,  part  of  the  Berkshire 
Taconic  Community  Foundation.  It  awards  grants  to 
students  seeking  to  perform  community  service  and  gain  an 
understanding  of  new  cultures.  This  was  one  of  the  most 
incredible,  unforgettable,  educational  and  fun  experiences 
of  my  life.  I  would  like  to  give  my  sincerest  thanks  to  the 
Henriquez  Fund  for  helping  me  to  go,  and  recommend  that 
they  do  the  same  for  anyone  else  who  wishes  to  go. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  on  Bilsa  or  the  Hen- 
riquez  Fund  and  its  Youth  World  Awareness  Program,  you  can 
email  me  at  zakiwaki@verizon.net. 

— Jejfrcy  Lowenstein 
Jeffrey,  16,  is  a  student  at  Mr.  Everett  Regional  High  School 
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SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 


CIVIL/ ARCHITECTURAL  DESIGN 

Title  V  Inspection  •  Peres  &  Soil  Evaluations 

Septic  Designs  'Wetland  Permitting 

Ch.  91  Dock  Permits  •  Topographic  Surveys 

Land  Planning  •  Building/Foundation  Design 

New  Construction  &  Additions  •  Timber  Frame  Design 

Construction  Supervisor  (CS76097) 

Jeffrey  F.  Collingwood,  PE 

Special  Projects  Engineer 

MA  PE  #35818 

P.O .  Box  343  CT  PE  #2 1 596     Of c .  (4 1 3)  248-5 1 55 

Ashley  Falls,  MA  01222  Cell  (413)  429-1545 

jjcollingwood@aol.com  Fax  (320)  210-9607 
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A  COMMUNITY  HOUSE  RAISING 

Friends  and  family  gathered  on  Nov.  15  to  help  Will  Conklin  raise  the  timber  frame  for 
his  new  house  on  Galvin  Farm  Trail,  offHulett  Hill  Rd.  The  house  uses  wood  grown, 
cut  and  milled  on  land  once  used  by  his  great-grandfather  as  a  summer  pasture. 

Will  says:  "The  Sky  View  House  raising  was  a  resounding  success.  I  cannot  express 
the  gratitude  I  have  to  the  townspeople  of  Sheffield  and  our  larger  community  for  your 
help.  There  are  too  many  people  to  thank.  Brad  Morse  and  his  crew  deserve  special  men- 
tion for  their  grace  and  expertise  during  the  joinery  and  raising  processes.  Heartwood 
School  also  deserves  mention  for  lending  tools  and  expertise  to  the  process,  and  Snow 
Farm  in  Sandisfi  eld  for  providing  the  pig  for  the  roasting. 

"Such  things  do  not  happen  without  a  strong  community  of  friends.  I  am  indebted 
in  the  finest  way  I  know  of.  Perhaps  with  our  efforts  we  harvested  a  bit  of  the  hope 
planted  with  the  trees  used  for  this  home." 
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Clockwise  from  left: 
Sky  View  House  from 
below.  The  crew  gathers 
on  Nov.  15.  Will,  in  the 
white  T-shirt.  Raising  a 
beam.  Theframingjob 
accomplished. 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


Community  News 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Food  Assistance  Program 

The  Sheffield  Food  Assistance  Program  con- 
tinues to  grow.  We  are  so  glad  to  be  able  to  help 
folks  stretch  their  food  dollars.  Our  thanks  to  all 
of  you  who  continue  to  remember  us. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times, 
we  have  received  Christmas  dinner  fare  from 
Kiwanis  and  NASCAR  Dave  MacMillan's 
program  "Sunday  in  the  Country  Food  Drive," 
with  desserts  from  a  friend.  The  Boy  Scouts 
brought  in  close  to  800  items,  the  barrel  at  the 
Berkshire  Bank  was  filled  to  overflowing,  the 
students  at  Undermountain  Elementary  sent 
over  boxes  of  food.  Members  and  friends  of 
Old  Parish  Church  and  Christ  Church/Trin- 
ity Lutheran  brought  in  almost  160  wrapped 
presents — enough  for  each  child  in  the 
program  to  receive  four  gifts.  The  hand-knitted 
hats  and  scarves  were  given  out  for  New  Year's. 

Keep  us  in  mind  in  the  new  year  as  tem- 
peratures drop  and  we  all  spend  more  time 
indoors.  Thank  you. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non- 
denominational),  355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560; 
parsonage  (860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am 
Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship 
Service,  nursery  care  provided.  Rev.  Edward  M. 
Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist),  1156 
Ashley  Falls  Rd.  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service. 
Betty  LeGeyt,  Pastor 

NORTH  EGREMONT 

North  Egremont  Baptist,  Egremont  Plain  Rd.  (Rt 
71)  528-6066.  Sunday:  10am  Worship;  Monday: 
6pm  Bible  Study.  Rev.  Stephen  Vannah,  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstruc- 
tionist),  North  St.  5284197.  Friday,  8pm  & 
Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week. 
Schedules  are  updated  weekly  on  the  answering 
machine 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire,  270  State  Rd.  528- 
6378.  Friday;  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Saturday; 
10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study.  Rabbi 
Deborah  Zecher,  Associate  Rabbi  Ari  Rosenberg 


Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  S.  Berkshire. 

Meets  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main 
St.  528-4850;  home  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm 
service.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD __ 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran,180 

Main  St.  229-88 11. Sunday.  8am  &  10am  Holy 
Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care; 
Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev. 
Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses,  Route  7 
&  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational),  125  Main  St.  229- 
8173.  Sunday:  10am  Worship,  Sunday  School, 
10am.  Rev.  Jill  Graham,  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic),  Maple  Ave. 
229-3028.  Saturday:  4;00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Shef- 
field 7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass. 
Father  Henry  Kowalczyk 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational),  1970  N. 
Main  St.  528-2911,  www.sheffieldchapel.org.  Sunday: 
10:45am  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all 
ages.  Wed.:  Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor  Corey 
McLaughBn 


SHEFFIELD  POTTERY 


\    xpect  the  (Unexpected. 


(_on  tempo  ram  /\merican  /\rt  j  ottem 
for  J]ome,  the  (garden  and  the  ~j~able... 

Order  Online  at 

www.AmericanMadePottery.com 

Toll-Free  888.774-2529 


US  Route  7  North  Mam  5t.  Sheffield  MAo  I  157 
41  5  119-7700  xl4 
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Library  News 


THE  bUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield    4 1 3-229-7004 
Hours: Tues.-Thurs.  10-5;  Fri.  1 0-8;  Sat.  1 0-5,  Sun  2-5;  Mon.  closed 


BOOK  SALE  A  BIC  SUCCESS 

"It  was  one  of  the  best  book  sales  ever!"  according  to  David 
Steindler,  former  president  of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  and 
still  an  active  member. 

The  only  contender  for  the  title  might  be  the  "moving  in" 
sale  in  1997,  when  the  library  moved  from  its  prior  location — 
the  current  site  of  the  Police  Station — to  its  present  facil- 
ity. The  purpose  of  that  sale  was  different,  of  course.  Betty 
LeGeyt,  a  longtime  Library  Trustee,  noted  that  the  primary 
intention  of  that  sale  was  to  winnow  out  excess  books  from 
the  library's  collection. 

The  sale,  which  took  place  on  Oct.  23-25  this  year,  has 
become  an  annual  Sheffield  event.  It  resembles  more  a  town- 
wide  clearing  house,  with  hundreds  of  library  patrons  and 
friends  contributing  books.  (People  have  been  able  to  donate 
books  year-round,  but  specific  donation  times  may  be  set  up 
in  the  future.  Books  of  all  types  are  accepted,  except  for  texts, 
encyclopedias  and  computer  books.) 

Donated  books  were  carefully  screened  by  library  staff, 
resulting  in  many  fine  additions  to  the  library  collection.  But 
most  of  the  books,  many  of  very  high  quality,  were  for  sale. 
Hardcovers  were  $2  each  and  paperbacks  $1. 

Collecting  and  displaying  the  thousands  of  books  was  an 
arduous  task.  Ed  Surjan,  a  local  antiques  dealer,  led  the  effort, 
but  many  others  contributed  as  the  Library's  Community 
Room  and  two  atriums  as  well  as  the  children's  activity  room 
were  filled  to  overflowing. 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  topped  $3,000  and  will  be  used  by 
the  Friends  of  the  Library  to  buy  materials  for  the  Library  and 
fund  the  half-day  school  program. 

"It  was  the  most  successful  sale  the  Library  has  had  this 
decade,"  said  Nancy  Hahn,  the  head  librarian. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Library  is  thinking  of  looking  for 
another  site  for  next  year's  sale.  The  Library  does  not  have 
adequate  storage  to  hold  the  thousands  of  donated  items.  In 
the  future  the  Trustees  hope,  as  well,  to  have  more  volunteers 
involved.  Suggestions  for  a  new  site  would  be  most  welcome. 

— John  G.  Wightman 


DOMINICK  8c  DOMINICK  LLC 

Pamela  Bloodworth 

Financial  Advisor 
Investments 


150  E.  52nd  Street  2125588820 

3rd  floor  800  221  2869 

New  York,  NY  10022  212  750  6475  fax 

pbloodworth@dominickanddominick.com 
413  229  3530  by  app't  Fridays 


UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Travel  talk.  Bruce  Person 
will  give  an  illustrated  talk 
on  his  Antarctica  travels  on 
Thurs.,  Jan.  7,  at  7:30pm. 

King  Day  program. 
The  Library  joins  with  the 
Historical  Society  on  Sat, 
Jan.  1 6,  at  2pm  to  present 
Amy  Bass  talking  about  her 
book  on  W.E.B.  DuBois, 
See  page  1 9  for  details. 


BOOKMOBILE  SERVICE  ENDS 

It  had  become  an  anticipated  ritual  at  the  Bushnell-Sage 

Library:  every  eight  weeks  the  Western  Massachusetts  Library 

System  bookmobile,  a  large  bus-sized  vehicle,  would  pull  up  at 

the  front  door  full  of  books,  DVDs  and  audios.  Professional 

staff  and  volunteers  were  ready. 

Books  that  had  been  left  eight 

weeks  before  were  piled  on  carts 

to  be  returned  for  use  elsewhere 

in  the  system.  Bushnell-Sage's 

librarian,  Nancy  Hahn,  was  the 

first  on  board,  searching  for  the 

best  material  available  for  the 

next  eight  weeks. 

Since  the  bookmobile  was 
three  steep  steps  above  the  level 
of  the  sidewalk,  volunteers 
would  lift  the  books  up  to  the 
driver.  He  would  check  them  in 
on  his  computer.  That  accom- 
plished, and  Hahn  having  selected  some  500  items  for  use  in 
Sheffield,  the  process  would  be  reversed — the  driver  passing 
books  down  to  the  waiting  arms  of  volunteers  who  would  place 
them  on  carts  and  shelve  them.  That  night  the  computer  entries 
would  be  made  to  show  that  the  items  were  in  Sheffield.  The 
next  morning  patrons  could  sign  out  the  materials. 

Unfortunately,  the  services  of  the  Bookmobile  ended  in 
December,  a  victim  of  the  recession.  The  only  bookmobile 
operating  in  the  Commonwealth,  it  began  operating  in  Pittsfield 
in  1940.  It  brought  library  resources  to  23  libraries  in  the  Berk- 
shires,  as  well  as  to  communities  in  Hampshire,  Hampden  and 
Franklin  counties.  With  its  budget  of  $1.5  million  funded  almost 
entirely  through  the  state,  the  Western  Massachusetts  Library 
System  had  $54,000  cut  from  this  year's  budget.  And  their 
materials  funding,  which  was  as  much  as  $250,000  a  decade  ago, 
was  only  $5,000  this  year.  There  is  a  strong  possibility  that  the 
organization's  headquarters  will  not  survive  the  financial  turmoil. 

"Not  many  made  more  use  of  the  bookmobile  than  us," 
Hahn  commented.  Bushnell-Sage  will  particularly  miss  large 
print  books  and  audio  books  on  CDs,  both  of  which  are  very 
important  to  the  visually  impaired. 

But  Sheffield's  library  is  not  totally  cut  off  from  outside 
resources.  Hahn  noted  that  she  can  still  request  collections 
on  certain  subjects  from  the  Western  Massachusetts  Library 
System  — science  fiction  is  hot  right  now — and  it  will  make 
deliveries  three  times  a  week.  The  inter-library  loan  facility  is 
still  in  operation,  enabling  Sheffield  residents  to  take  advantage 
of  books  held  in  other  libraries.  But  she  takes  pride  in  serving 
the  needs  of  Sheffield  residents  and  is  concerned  that  personal- 
ized service  might  not  be  so  readily  available  in  the  future. 

For  those  who  have  made  use  of  the  Bookmobile  over  the 
generations,  it's  the  end  of  an  era.       — John  G.  Wightman 
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Village  Green 


NEWS  FROM  THE  COUNCIL  ON  ACINC 


Progress  on  the  new  center.  We  are 

eagerly  anticipating  the  groundbreaking 
of  Sheffield's  new  Senior  Center  this 
spring.  Joseph  Kellogg,  Town  Admin- 
istrator, said  negotiations  are  complete 
with  Barry  Architects  for  the  next  phase, 
with  bids  being  let  out  in  January. 

Volunteers.  The  cadre  of  volunteers  in 
the  Senior  Center  office  is  growing.  Susan 
Butler  joins  Lovina  Gulotta  and  Grace 
Campbell  on  the  team  of  office  reception- 
ists. When  we  have  the  new  building  and 
possibly  added  programming  and  extended 
hours,  more  volunteers  will  be  essential. 

Drivers  needed.  The  call  is  also  out 
for  substitute  Meals  on  Wheels  drivers. 
Some  of  our  regulars  are  snowbirds, 
hunters,  farmers  or  others  who  have  to 
be  on  hiatus  this  time  of  year,  and  we 
depend  on  a  dwindling  sub  corps.  If 
anyone  is  interested  in  giving  back  to 
your  community  by  being  a  cheerful  face 
to  shut-ins  and  delivering  a  noontime 
meal  prepared  by  Elder  Services,  give 
John-Arthur  or  Barbara  a  call.  Or  talk  to 
Wes  Petersen  about  the  pleasures  he  has 
experienced  driving  for  the  program  for 
the  past  nine  years!  It  is  about  a  two-hour 
commitment  each  time  you  drive,  and 


your  mileage  is  reimbursed.  Try  it.  You 
might  enjoy  it  so  much  you  will  want  to 
be  a  regular! 

Special  lunch  meeting,  A  major  event 
on  Thurs.,  Jan.  28,  will  be  open  to  all.  The 
Berkshire  Alzheimer's  Partnership  will 
hold  its  monthly  meeting  at  the  Sheffield 
Senior  Center  at  1pm  following  a  light 
lunch  of  soup  and  bread  provided  by  the 
Senior  Center.  The  Berkshire  Alzheimer's 
Partnership  is  a  self-sufficient  alliance 
of  health  care  and  human  service  pro- 
fessionals, family  members  and  other 
concerned  individuals  working  to  increase 
and  improve  local  services.  Each  Partner- 
ship works  closely  with  the  Alzheimer's 
Association,  helping  the  association  to 
be  more  responsive  to  local  needs.  This 
gathering  should  be  valuable  for  family 
members  and  caregivers  who  face  the 
increased  needs  of  those  suffering  from 
this  disease.  Come  for  lunch  at  12  noon 
and  stay  for  the  meeting. 

Be  sure  to  read  the  monthly  Sheffield 
Senior  Crier,  available  at  the  Senior  Center 
or  online  at  www.sheffieldma.gov  for  other 
news  about  senior  advocacy  and  activities. 

— John-Arthur  Miller 
Director  of  the  Senior  Center 


FRIENDS  OFTHE  SENIOR  CENTER 


The  Friends  ofThe  Sheffield  Senior 
Center  had  their  2009  Annual  Meeting 
on  November  30  at  Dewey  Hall.  Joe 
Kellogg,  Sheffield's  Town  Administrator, 
and  John-Arthur  Miller,  the  town's  Senior 
Center  Director,  were  speakers. 

Kellogg  reported  on  the  progress  of 
the  new  Senior  Center.  See  the  stories 
on  page  I. 

Miller  discussed  the  relationship  of 
the  Council  On  Aging,  the  director  of  the 
Senior  Center  and  The  Friends  of  the 
Senior  Center. The  Council  On  Aging  is 
a  town  entity  that  makes  plans  that  are 
then  presented  to  the  Director  to  put 
into  action.The  Director  will  then  ask 
for  the  financial  and  promotional  help  of 
the  Friends. 

Inez  Flinn  reported  that  her  com- 
mittee raised  $500  from  the  Cookie 
Walk  and  yard  sales. Tom  Tighe  said 
that  he  has  put  the  $6,000  gift  from 
the  Sheffield  Grange  into  a  six-month 


CD,  which  will  come  due  about  the 
time  the  Friends  will  have  to  make 
decisions  about  furnishing  and  acces- 
sories suggested  by  the  Decorating 
Committee  of  the  Council  On  Aging 
and  not  covered  by  other  grants. 

Directors  and  officers  elected 
for  20 1 0  were:  Pauline  W.  Schumann, 
director  and  president;  Inez  Flinn, 
director  and  first  vice-president;  Norma 
Moulton,  director  and  second  vice 
president;  Gail  Tighe,  director  and  clerk; 
Tom  Tighe,  director  and  treasurer; 
and  Winnie  Veretto,  Kathy  Posey  and 
Claudia  Martin,  directors. 

The  Friends  invite  all  citizens 
to  join  them,  especially  as  the  time 
comes  closer  for  the  trees  to  go 
down  and  the  building  to  go  up. Think 
about  what  role  you  would  like  to  play 
in  this  exciting  project.  Call  the  Senior 
Center  or  Pauline  Schumann  at  229- 
8149  to  volunteer. 


POLICE  DEPT.  COMPLETES 
DEFENSE  CLASS 

The  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  recently 
completed  another  Rape  Aggression 
Defense  class,  under  the  instruction 
of  Police  Officers  Jake  Gonska,  Eric 
Munson  and  Sherry  Johnson.  Nineteen 
women  received  1 2  hours  of  training 
over  a  two-week  period.  In  the  final 
class,  self-defense  tactics  are  taught. Yes, 
you  get  to  beat  up  one  of  our  officers. 

We  do  not  have  to  look  far 
to  hear  or  see  reports  of  violence 
against  women. This  course  is  a  must 
for  all  women,  especially  those  head- 
ing off  to  or  already  in  college.To  find 
out  when  the  next  course  is  being 
offered,  contact  the  Police  Dept. 


COMMISSION  ON 
DISABILITIES 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  has  appointed 
five  people  to  the  newly  formed  Com- 
mission on  Disabilities:  Denise  Rueger 
(chair),  Laura  Grunfeld,  Noah  Parsons, 
Don  Perry  and  David  Wells.  Four  more 
seats  are  open,  and  anyone  interested 
in  serving  is  encouraged  to  apply  to  the 
Board.  The  Commission  would  especially 
welcome  people  with  a  disability. 

The  Commission  has  held  several 
meetings.  It  has  decided  to  put  a  ques- 
tionnaire into  the  town  census  sent  to 
residents  in  January  to  find  out  about 
what  residents'  needs,  issues  and  concerns 
might  be. 

The  Commission  is  looking  into 
whether  the  911  call  system  can  display 
disability  information.  And  it  is  research- 
ing what  it  would  take  to  have  an  assistive 
listening  system  for  people  who  are  hard 
of  hearing  and  an  American  Sign  Lan- 
guage interpreter  for  people  who  are  deaf 
available  for  town  meetings.  It  is  looking 
into  curb  cuts  and  crosswalks  for  handi- 
cap access  and  how  easy  it  is  to  attend 
meetings  in  various  public  buildings.  A 
long-term  project  is  to  find  out  how  best 
to  quickly  transport  stroke  or  serious 
trauma  victims  out  of  South  County  to 
Berkshire  Medical  Center  in  Pittsfield  or 
other  critical  care  facilities. 

The  committee  has  been  meeting 
on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month  at 
4pm  but  may  increase  the  frequency 
to  the  first  and  third  Thursday  of  each 
month.  Input,  visitors  and  new  mem- 
bers are  welcome. 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Oct.  19 — The  Board  appointed  a 
Highway  Garage  Design  Study  Com- 
mittee. Members  are  Ed  Lord,  the 
Highway  Superintendent,  Eric  Carlson, 
David  Smith,  Jr.,  and  Police  Chief  James 
McGarry,  with  Board  of  Selectmen  chair 
David  Macy  as  an  ex-ofncio  member. 

The  town's  license  fees  are  based  on 
the  Consumer  Price  Index.  Since  that  has 
been  flat  or  negative  for  this  year,  the  Board 
decided  to  keep  2010  license  fees  the  same 
as  2009s.  Selectman  Rene  Wood  would 
like  to  discuss  the  proration  of  license  fees 
at  some  point  in  the  future. 

Thanks  to  residents  who  checked  the 
box  on  their  electric  bills  requesting  that 
their  electricity  come  from  renewable 
resources,  the  Town  has  approximately 
$20,000  in  credits  for  implementing  clean 
energy  technology  at  a  municipal  facility. 
The  Town  must  state  a  plan  for  using  the 
funds  by  November.  Administrator  Kellogg 
suggested  installing  photovoltaic  panels  on 
the  new  senior  center,  and  the  Board  agreed. 

Two  bids  were  received  for  the  sur- 
plus 2003  Crown  Victoria:  $1,400  from 
Ephrem  Aragi  and  $1,111.93  from  Matt 
Roche.  The  Board  voted  to  award  the  car  to 
the  higher  bidder.  The  1986  International 
truck  with  a  sander  received  one  bid  and 
was  sold  to  Thomas  Manghue  for  $2,000. 
No  bids  were  received  for  the  1990  or  199  3 
International  dump  trucks.  They  will  be 
advertised  again  at  a  later  date. 

Selectman  Wood  gave  an  update  on 
the  wind-siting  reform  legislation.  Minor 
changes  have  been  made  to  the  legislation 
but  not  enough  to  address  the  concerns 
yoked  in  the  letter  sent  by  the  Board  sev- 
eral weeks  ago.  Berkshire  Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission  will  host  a  meeting  for 
towns  to  collectively  voice  their  concerns 


about  the  legislation.  Selectman  Wood 
noted  that  the  Planning  Board  should 
be  consulted  on  their  plans  for  handling 
wind  energy  within  the  Town. 

In  response  to  a  joint  request  by  Shef- 
field and  Great  Barrington,  two  bids  were 
received  for  providing  winter  road  sand. 
J.  Donovan  and  Sons  bid  $14  per  ton  and 
Segalla  Sand  and  Gravel  $14.96  per  ton. 
The  Board  awarded  the  contract  to  the 
lower  bidder. 

Oct.  26 — The  Board  evaluated  proposals 
from  two  firms,  Berkshire  Home  Works, 
LLC,  and  Berkshire  Housing  Devel- 
opment Corp.,  to  provide  consulting 
services  in  administering  the  Community 
Development  Block  Grant/ American 
Recovery  Act  Grant  recently  awarded  to 
construct  a  new  Senior  Center.  Following 
set  criteria,  it  judged  the  proposal  from 
Berkshire  Housing  Development  Corp. 
as  "highly  advantageous"  and  that  of 
Berkshire  Home  Works  "advantageous/ 
not  advantageous." 
Price  proposals  were  then  opened. 
Berkshire  Housing  Development  Corp.'s 
proposal  was  $90,700,  and  Berkshire 
Home  Works'  $111,700.  Both  companies 
estimated  total  administration  costs 
at  $127,700,  the  maximum  allowed. 
Berkshire  Housing  Development  pro- 
posed that  more  of  this  sum  be  devoted 
to  program  costs  and  less  to  their  fee  than 
did  Berkshire  Home  Works.  The  Board 
voted  to  award  the  contract  to  Berkshire 
Housing  Development  Corp. 

Administrator  Kellogg  made  a  pre- 
sentation about  a  proposal  received  from 
Reinhardt  Associates  to  continue  provid- 
ing architectural  services  for  the  Senior 
Center  project.  He  noted  that  Reinhardt 


had  initially  been  selected  in  2006  follow- 
ing a  request  for  proposal  conducted  in 
accordance  with  State  designer  selection 
procedures.  At  that  time,  a  two-part  fee 
was  negotiated,  with  Phase  I  being  the 
development  of  a  design  and  specifications 
for  submission  in  the  town's  grant  applica- 
tion and  Phase  II  administering  the  bid 
process  and  supervising  construction. 

Reinhardt  had  been  paid  the 
agreed-on  $49,800  for  Phase  I.  The 
Phase  II  fee  negotiated  was  $17,000, 
plus  reimbursable  expenses.  Work  could 
not  start  in  2008,  however,  since  the 
grant  didn't  come  through  until  federal 
stimulus  money  arrived  in  2009.  Citing 
that  delay,  Reinhardt  has  requested  a  fee 
increase  to  $57,100,  plus  reimbursable 
expenses.  The  sum  would  cover  a  new 
septic  design,  required  since  poor  soil 
conditions  were  found  at  the  site.  Even 
after  negotiating  some  reduction,  Admin- 
istrator Kellogg  said  he  thinks  the  fee  is 
too  high.  Following  state  procedures,  he 
has  talked  with  the  architect  ranked  sec- 
ond during  the  original  selection  process, 
Barry  Architects.  Barry  has  provided  a 
proposal  for  $30,000,  plus  reimburs- 
able expenses.  The  fee  does  not  include 
a  new  septic  design,  but  negotiations 
are  underway  for  White  Engineering  to 
perform  this  work,  which  should  result  in 
a  significantly  lower  overall  fee. 

Reinhardt  Associates  has  agreed  to 
terminate  its  contract  and  provide  the 
town  with  its  drawings  in  an  electronic 
CADD  format  for  a  fee  of  $4,000.  The 
Board  voted  to  authorize  Administrator 
Kellogg  to  terminate  the  contract  with 
Reinhardt  Associates  and  sign  a  contract 
with  Barry  Architects. 

Continued  on  page  14 


Dawn  O'Neil's  Family  Child  Care 
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1701  Mewins  Street 
Ashley  Fails,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-8557 


New  England's  Largest  Selection 
of  Unique  Lumber  and  Burls 


Specializing  in  Slabs  up  to  7'  wide 


Exotic  Lumber 
Figured  Lumber 
Natural  Edge  Slabs 
Quartersawn  Lumber 
Wide  Pine  Flooring 


Bookmatched  Sets 

Mantels 

Turning  Stock 

Tonewood 

Burls  m 


Berkshire  Products,  Inc. 

884  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Sheffield,  MA 

413-229-7919 

www.BerkshireProducts.com 

M-F  8:00  -  4:30;  Sat  8:00-Noon 
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REMINDERABOUT  HOUSE  NUMBERS 

It  is  important  for  every  house  and  business  to  have  its  Emergency 
9 1  I  number  posted  and  visible  from  the  road  (in  both  directions  and 
at  night)  so  that  public  safety  responders  can  find  the  correct  address 
in  case  of  an  emergency.  Call  the  Police  Dept.  at  229-8522  for  details, 
including  on  signs  that  are  available  to  be  purchased  from  the  town. 


Nov.  2 — Juliette  Haas  from  the  Egremont 
Board  of  Health  invited  the  Board  to  sign 
onto  a  grant  application  for  $3,000  to  study 
a  regional  approach  for  Board  of  Health  ser- 
vices. The  plan  would  include  the  towns  Al- 
ford,  Mt.  Washington,  New  Marlborough, 
West  Stockbridge,  Richmond,  with  Egre- 
mont being  the  host  town.  Discussion  en- 
sued. The  Board  decided  to  seek  input  from 
the  Board  of  Health  before  taking  any  action. 

The  Board  appointed  Denise  Rueger  to 
the  Commission  on  Disabilities  and  Ron 
Bubak  to  the  Fire  Department  as  a  proba- 
tionary member. 

The  Board  voted  to  grant  Pamela 
Peresada  a  2009  auctioneers  license  to 
perform  auctions  at  the  American  Legion. 
After  some  discussion,  it  voted  to  grant 
an  entertainment  license  to  Architects 
Development  Co.,  Inc.,  for  live  music  at 
the  Stagecoach  Tavern  and  Racebrook 
Lodge  on  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  inside  only,  from  3  to  1 1pm. 

Nov.  3 — Ed  Lord,  Highway  Superin- 
tendent, and  Barry  Kaufman  and  Don 
Kettles  of  the  Option  Institute  were  pres- 
ent for  a  discussion  about  the  condition 
of  Mount  Washington  Rd.  Administrator 
Kellogg  said  the  road  has  been  deteriorat- 
ing for  some  time  and  is  now  beyond  the 
point  of  being  easily  repaired.  He  asked 
that  the  Board  make  a  decision  as  to 
whether  to  invest  in  upgrading  the  road, 
abandon  maintenance  or  discontinue 
it  as  a  public  way.  He  noted  the  road  is 
primarily  used  by  only  two  property  own- 
ers, Susan  and  Barry  Kaufman  (leased 
to  the  Option  Institute)  and  Barry  and 
Marilyn  McMennamin,  and  neither  of 
those  properties  requires  frontage  on  that 
road  since  both  also  have  frontage  on 
Undermountain  Rd. 

Superintendent  Lord  estimated  that 
it  would  cost  $20,000  to  completely 
repave  the  road  or  $10,000  to  reclaim 
and  oil  and  stone  the  road,  but  it  was  too 
late  in  the  season  to  make  either  of  these 
improvements. 

Kaufman  asked  that  the  Town  not 
discontinue  the  road  as  a  public  way  or 
abandon  maintenance.  He  noted  that  he 
is  a  major  taxpayer  and  some  80  to  90 
of  his  employees  use  the  road  every  day 


as  well  as  some  1,000  persons  visiting 
his  facility  annually.  Discussion  ensued. 
Kaufman  agreed  that  he  would  be  will- 
ing, at  his  expense,  to  have  a  contractor 
install  an  asphalt  material  he  has  been 
using  to  repair  roads  on  his  property 
as  a  temporary  solution  that  will  hope- 
fully last  through  the  winter.  The  work 
would  be  done  under  the  supervision  of 
Superintendent  Lord.  In  the  meantime, 
the  Board  will  consider  the  options  for  a 
permanent  solution. 

The  Board  has  received  a  letter  from 
the  Library  Trustees  asking  for  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  conflict  between  the  use 
of  the  Library's  driveway  and  vehicles 
backing  out  from  the  abutting  Camp/ 
Davidson  property.  Discussion  ensued 
about  possible  solutions,  including  the 
installation  of  a  speed  bump.  Adminis- 
trator Kellogg  said  he  had  discussed  the 
matter  with  Nancy  Hahn,  the  Library 
Director,  who  asked  if  the  driveway 
could  be  widened  by  removing  the 
sidewalk  on  the  north  side.  It  was  noted 
that  the  sidewalk  gets  minimal  use  by 
pedestrians.  Administrator  Kellogg  and 
Superintendent  Lord  will  investigate  the 
proposal  and  report  back. 

A  letter  was  received  about  dogs 
running  loose.  Board  members  reviewed 
the  Town's  existing  animal  control  bylaw, 
which  appears  to  provide  some  authority 
over  the  matter,  but  is  somewhat  broad. 
Administrator  Kellogg  will  obtain  copies 
of  other  Town  bylaws  to  see  whether  a 
new  leash  law  should  be  placed  before  vot- 
ers at  next  year's  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Kellogg  requested  that  the  Board  set  a 
date  for  a  possible  Special  Town  Meeting 
in  January  [see  page  lj.  For  the  Senior 
Center  project  to  move  forward,  the  town 
will  need  voter  approval  of  an  easement 
from  the  American  Legion  to  install  part 
of  the  Center's  septic  system  on  Legion 
property.  Initial  percolation  tests  showed 
the  soils  on  the  Senior  Center  property 
were  inadequate  to  support  a  leach  field. 
Kellogg  said  that  Legion  officials  have 
verbally  agreed  to  the  field  being  con- 
structed on  their  property,  but  a  formal 
easement  agreement  is  needed  before  the 
project  can  be  bid. 

Chairman  Macy  noted  that,  with  the 


Senior  Center  project  now  moving  ahead, 
it  was  important  that  the  Board  assure 
proper  management  of  the  construction 
process  to  keep  costs  at  a  minimum. 
After  a  discussion,  the  Board  appointed 
Administrator  Kellogg  project  manager 
and  asked  that  he  meet  regularly  with  the 
Senior  Center  Director  and  the  Build- 
ing Committee  to  provide  updates  on 
progress  and  receive  input  as  required. 

Nov.  16 — The  Board  appointed  Sally 
Cook  and  James  Foster  to  the  Cultural 
Council. 

The  Sheffield  Grange  has  given  a  $2,000 
donation  to  the  Town  to  be  used  for  chil- 
dren's programs  at  the  Library.  Administra- 
tor Kellogg  recommended  that  an  account  be 
set  up  for  the  money.  The  Board  agreed  and 
voted  to  send  a  letter  of  thanks. 

The  Board  voted  to  award  bids  for 
snowplowing  services:  $55  per  hour 
for  truck  and  plow  and  $65  per  hour 
for  truck,  plow  and  sander,  to  Richard 
Boardman  and  Arthur  Mathieu. 

It  decided  to  send  a  letter  express- 
ing the  Board's  displeasure  at  the  cuts 
to  regional  transportation  to  our  State 
Representative  and  State  Senator. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  he  is 
working  on  getting  all  the  Board  and 
Committee  minutes  on  the  Town  website. 

Nov.  30 — Chief  McGarry  was  present  to 
discuss  the  updated  policy  and  procedure 
manual  for  the  Police  Dept°.  The  Board 
voted  to  accept  and  endorse  the  manual. 

Chief  McGarry  expressed  concern 
that  many  residents  are  not  installing 
visible  house  numbers.  A  notice  will  be 
placed  in  the  Sheffield  Times  reminding 
residents  to  make  sure  they  have  visible 
house  numbers  to  ensure  that  emergency 
responders  can  find  the  correct  address. 

The  Board  reviewed  proposed  improve- 
ment projects  for  Town  buildings.  The  back 
entrance  to  Town  Hall  needs  protection 
from  falling  snow  and  ice.  Administrator 
Kellogg  stated  that  Architect  John  James 
has  provided  a  design  for  a  roof.  Funds  for 
the  construction  would  come  from  a  war- 
rant article  approved  at  the  annual  Town 
Meeting.  Discussion  ensued  regarding  the 
cost  of  the  project  and  the  funds  available. 
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The  Board  also  discussed  installing 
lighting  in  the  Town  Hall  parking  lot.  Kel- 
logg also  stated  that  he  has  become  aware  of 
a  problem  with  the  wire  providing  electrical 
service  for  Town  Hall.  The  wire  will  be 
replaced  at  a  cost  of  $500  to  $1,000. 

Kellogg  has  an  estimate  from  a  mason 
to  repoint  the  walls  of  the  Police  Station. 
The  cost  will  be  less  than  $5,000.  Once  this 
work  is  done,  roof  repairs  will  be  needed. 

Stephen  Barry,  the  proposed  new 
architect  for  the  Senior  Center  project, 
has  written  to  the  Board  of  Registration 
of  Architects  to  discuss  taking  over  the 
project  with  the  drawings  from  Reinhardt 
Associates.  Kellogg  will  follow  up  with 
Barry  on  the  discussion. 

The  Board  discussed  relocation  of  the 
town  Highway  Garage.  The  Highway 
Garage  Design  Study  Committee  has  met 
twice  and  conducted  a  site  visit  to  Town- 
owned  property  on  Berkshire  School 
Rd.  across  from  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  campus.  Jeffrey 
Collingwood  has  offered  to  perform  a 
perc  test.  Discussion  ensued  regarding 
this  and  other  Town-owned  sites.  The 
Board  voted  to  spend  up  to  $3,000  for  a 
perc  test,  wetland  delineation  and  endan- 
gered species  notification  at  the  Berkshire 
School  Rd.  site. 

Administrator  Kellogg  discussed 
American  Recovery  Act  funds  avail- 
able for  energy-improvement  projects, 
with  $150,000  available  for  each  town. 
Sheffield  is  in  the  process  of  applying 
for  funding  to  upgrade  insulation  and 
storm  windows,  replace  manual  ther- 
mostats and  install  caulk  and  weather 
stripping  in  Town  Hall  and  the  Police 
Station.  Regional  school  districts  can 
apply  for  excess  funds  left  from  their 
member  towns.  The  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  is  applying  to 
use  $58,000  from  Sheffield's  portion.  The 


Board  voted  to  authorize  Kellogg  to  apply 
for  the  grant. 

Highway  Superintendent  Ed  Lord 
is  concerned  that  heavy  truck  traffic  will 
damage  Shunpike  Rd.,  which  recently 
received  a  new  coat  of  oil  and  stone  pav- 
ing. Discussion  ensued  regarding  a  truck 
ban.  Administrator  Kellogg  will  look  into 
whether  or  not  truck  bans  can  be  placed 
on  roads  that  have  been  improved  with 
state  Chapter  90  funds.  This  issue  will  be 
discussed  at  a  later  date. 

Selectman  Wood  discussed  the 
requirements  for  a  Town  to  be  certified 
under  the  Green  Communities  Act. 
She  volunteered  to  audit  the  meetings 
between  Berkshire  Regional  Planning 
Commission  and  the  Towns  that  have 
become  certified  and  to  provide  updates 
to  the  Planning  Board. 

Administrator  Kellogg  recently  spent 
time  with  a  technician  from  Time  Warner 
Cable  to  review  a  map  of  the  town  and 
the  areas  not  covered  by  cable.  Approxi- 
mately 60  residents  were  identified  that 
do  not  have  access  to  cable  and  did  not 
receive  the  initial  survey.  The  survey  will 
be  sent  to  them. 

Sheffield  Plastics  has  lost  its  manufac- 
turing status  from  the  state,  which  means 
it  now  has  to  pay  personal  property  taxes 
to  the  Town.  Administrator  Kellogg  stated 
that  the  Town  could  help  Sheffield  Plastics 
by  approving  an  economic  development 
incentive  project,  which  would  also  restore 
the  company's  manufacturing  status.  Such 
action  would  require  a  Town  Meeting  vote. 
Kellogg  will  keep  the  Board  updated. 

Kellogg  noted  that  the  Berkshire  Man- 
agers Group  has  been  discussing  a  permit- 
ting software  program  that  would  modern- 
ize our  permit  system  and  be  user  friendly 
to  builders  and  residents.  The  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission  has  invited 
Administrator  Kellogg  to  a  meeting  in 


which  the  software  will  be  discussed. 

Kellogg  stated  that  the  annual  meet- 
ing for  the  FY  201 1  budget  with  depart- 
ment heads  will  be  on  Dec.  7. 

That  Board  discussed  the  effect  of 
transportation  cuts  on  the  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District.  It  dis- 
cussed the  proposed  Charter  School.  No 
opinion  on  the  proposal  has  been  received 
yet  from  the  School  Committee,  so  discus- 
sion was  tabled  until  the  next  meeting. 

Dec,  7 — The  Board  granted  the  Market- 
place Cafe  extended  hours  for  two  events, 
on  Dec.  11  and  Dec.  17. 

The  Board  voted  to  support  the 
School  Committee  in  opposing  the 
opening  of  a  charter  school  in  Housa- 
tonic.  Selectman  Wood  will  represent  the 
Board  at  a  meeting  at  the  Lenox  Commu- 
nity Center  on  Dec.  8. 

The  Board  appointed  Jeffrey  Col- 
lingwood to  the  Highway  Garage  Design 
Study  Committee.  It  accepted  with  regret 
Jack  Pollitt's  resignation  from  the  Com- 
mission on  Disabilities  and  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals.  The  Board  voted  to 
send  him  a  letter  thanking  him  for  his 
many  years  of  service  to  the  Town. 

The  Board  voted  to  hold  the  special 
Town  Meeting  on  Jan.  11.  [See  page  1.] 

The  Board  voted  to  renew  all  licenses 
so  long  as  no  outstanding  taxes  are  owed 
by  the  license  holder. 

The  Board  set  Jan.  22  as  the  new 
deadline  for  the  Solid  Waste  Task  Force. 
It  asked  that  the  report  include  evalua- 
tions of  all  options,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion for  one  of  them. 

Administrator  Kellogg  said  that  he 
has  discussed  installation  of  a  street- 
light at  the  intersection  of  Route  7  and 
Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.  with  National 
Grid,  but  the  exact  location  for  the  pole 
has  not  been  determined. 


LICENSED 


FULLY  INSURED 


KEVIN  JOYCE  PAINTING  CONTRACTOR 

Powerwashing  •  Wall  Papering 
Interior/Exterior 


177  County  Rd. 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 


413-229-2946 
kjoycepaint@roadrunner.com 


Berkshire  Tiling 


Mike  Giulian 

Owner 


16  Childs  Lane 
Ashley  Falls,  AAA  01 222 

413-281-4740 
Mgiulian78@hotmail.com 
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Village  Green 


TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS 

Tues.  &  Fri.:  I  pm-4pm;  Sat.:  8am-4pm; 
Sun.:  8:30am-2pm 


PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


During  the  final  three  meetings  of  the 
year,  Oct.  22,  Nov.  12  and  Dec.  10,  the 
Board  conducted  the  following  business: 

A  group  that  feels  that  its  neighbor- 
hood is  adversely  affected  by  changes  at 
DeVries  Lumber  returned  to  the  Board 
asking  for  help.  Their  major  complaint 
was  that  DeVries  and  the  Building 

Inspector  are 

COLLECTOR'S        not  re^uir"d 
OFFICE  to  notlv  abut- 

ters of  major 
The  Dept  of  Revenue  changes  that 
has  not  yet  approved         are  allowed 

the  new  Fiscal  Year  L      •  l 

....  .  by  right. 

20 10 tax  rate.  Asa  '     °        , 

result,  the  tax  office 

has  mailed  a  third-  explained 

quarter  preliminary  tne  process 

bill,  due  on  Feb.  I ,  that  for  writing 

is  the  same  as  your  up  a  citizen 

Aug.  I  bill.Adjust-  petition 

ments  will  be  made  and  getting 

in  the  fourth  quarter  a  proposed 

bill  when  the  new  tax  change  in  the 

rate  has  been  set.  l  1  ~l 

bylaws  on  the 

town  warrant. 

The  Board  stated  that  it  couldn't  obtain 

the  results  the  group  is  looking  for  under 

current  Massachusetts  law  and  will  not 

take  the  lead  to  propose  such  changes. 

All  on  the  Board  agree  that  people 

would  be  more  aware  of  changes  that 


occur  as  a  right  of  a  property  owner  if  the 
Building  Inspector's  letters  of  decision 
could  be  posted  online.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  would  be  the  entity  that  could 
make  such  online  information  possible. 

Joe  Kellogg,  the  Town  Administrator, 
let  the  Planning  Board  know  that  he  has 
identified  changes  in  the  zoning  bylaws 
that  he  thinks  should  be  included  in  the 
warrant  of  the  special  Town  Meeting.  He 
suggested  that  in  section  5.5  of  the  bylaws, 
the  five-year  notification  be  changed  to 
a  two-year  notification  for  a  pre-existing 
non-conforming  use.  He  suggested  that 
bylaw  8.2.4  be  reassessed.  This  bylaw 
concerns  the  100-year  flood  plain  on 
Berkshire  School  Rd.  He  suggested  that 
the  town  create  a  more  business-friendly 
General  Business  District  by  allowing 
certain  uses  currently  excluded  by  special 
permit.  The  Planning  Board  has  been 
concerned  with  all  the  issues  Kellogg 
raised  and  is  also  interested  in  including 
renewable  energy  in  the  bylaws.  [Of  these, 
only  the  changes  to  allow  uses  by  special 
permits  are  on  the  warrant  for  the  special 
Town  Meeting.  See  page  1.] 

Rock  Solid  business  owners  Scott, 
Lisa  and  Kurt  Bartzch  have  submitted 
a  special  permit  application  for  light 
manufacturing.  Rock  Solid,  a  stone 
countertop  business,  is  at  1345  N.  Main 


St.  (Route  7).  A  hearing  was  held  on 
their  application  Dec.  10.  The  Bartzches 
propose  using  space  at  705  Main  St.  as 
an  additional  fabrication  area.  All  the 
work  would  be  done  indoors  with  hand 
tools  during  normal  business  hours.  No 
dust  is  created  in  the  process  because 
water  is  used.  The  water  is  then  processed 
through  a  water  reclamation  system.  The 
additional  building  is  2,000  square  feet 
with  plenty  of  room  for  deliveries  and  for 
company  vehicles.  Customers  would  not 
come  to  this  location.  Rock  slabs  would 
be  kept  in  the  back  of  the  building  and 
not  be  seen  from  the  road.  There  are  two 
existing  non-conforming  signs  that  Rock 
Solid  could  replace  with  their  own  signs. 
The  Planning  Board  will  deliberate  on 
this  application  at  the  Jan.  6  meeting. 

In  addition  on  Jan.  6  the  Planning 
Board  will  hold  a  public  hearing  on  the 
bylaw  changes  it  will  recommend  at  the 
Special  Town  Meeting. 

Normally,  Planning  Board  meetings 
are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thurs- 
days of  the  month  at  7pm.  Occasionally, 
the  schedule  changes  to  accommodate 
holidays  or  other  meetings,  as  is  the 
case  on  Jan.  6,  a  Wednesday.  Notices  of 
hearings  and  minutes  are  posted  on  the 
Town's  website,  www.sheffieldma.gov.  All 
are  welcome  at  board  meetings. 


Iain  Street,  Sheffield,  MA01257 
413.229.6654 

www.Berkshirestyles.com 
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TOWN  HALL  NEWS 

Trash  taskforce  report  due  Jan.  22 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  extended  the  deadline  for  the  report 
from  the  Solid  Waste  Taskforce  from  Jan.  I  to  Jan.  22.The 
group  has  been  meeting  weekly  to  study  options  for  the  way 
Sheffield  deals  with  disposing  of  its  solid  waste. The  taskforce 
includes  Bart  Elsbach,  Marcia  Friedman,  Fred  Panitz,Ted  Pit- 
man, Greig  Siedor,  David  Smith,  Sr.,  and  Peter  Stiglin. 

Call  for  photos  or  artwork 

The  Town  of  Sheffield  likes  to  feature  the  work  of  a  local  pho- 
tographer or  artist  on  the  cover  of  the  annual  Town  report, 
published  in  the  spring. 

"We  can't  pay  for  it,  but  it's  a  nice  credit,"  said  Joe  Kellogg, 
the  Town  Administrator.  "Last  year  we  showed  the  giant  tulip 
tree  on  Main  St.,  the  work  of  Ben  Hillman." 

The  town  would  like  to  get  submissions  depicting  life 
in  Sheffield  in  2009  by  Jan.  30,  preferably  electronically.  In 
addition  to  the  artwork,  the  town  needs  rights  for  one-time 
use  of  the  image.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Town 
Administrator  at  229-7000  ext  1 52. 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  NEWS 


In  meetings  on  Oct.  1, 13,  and  26,  the 
Conservation  Commission  dealt  with  the 
following  business: 

It  approved  the  application  by  John 
Stookey  to  construct  additional  park- 
ing spaces  at  the  former  Landmark 
Volunteers  building  at  800  N.  Main  St. 
(Route  7).  The  plans  were  revised  to 
change  the  drive  to  gravel,  which  would 
eliminate  concerns  about  plowing.  Posts 
would  delineate  parking  spaces,  boulders 
would  be  put  along  the  entrance  to  serve 
as  a  protective  buffer  and  shrubs  would 
be  planted.  The  area  being  constructed 
using  Grass  Pave  would  be  for  overflow 
parking  and  for  outdoor  activities  in  the 
summer.  Special  conditions  are  that  there 
be  no  overnight  parking  in  the  lower 
parking  area,  no  salt  or  fertilizer  be  used 
and  that  the  Grass  Pave  area  only  be 
plowed  when  needed. 

It  heard  a  Request  for  Determina- 
tion of  Applicability  by  Pat  Fulton  at 
197  Main  St.  (Route  7)  to  treat  Japanese 
knotweed  and  invasive  tree  stumps  on 
the  riverbank.  The  Commission  decided 
wetlands  regulations  do  not  apply  (a 
negative  determination)  to  this  treatment 
as  proposed,  providing  Webster  Ingersoll 
advises  on  further  treatments  needed  over 


the  next  three  years  and  the  best  choice 
of  native  plantings.  Any  treatments 
done  next  to  the  water  should  be  done 
using  the  cut-and-paint  method  rather 
than  spraying. 

It  heard  two  Requests  for  Deter- 
mination of  Applicability  from  Bayer 
Materials  Science,  owner  of  Sheffield 
Plastics,  regarding  the  construction 
of  a  new  silo  within  100  feet  of  a 
wetland  at  113  Silver  St.  and  of  a  roof 
on  concrete  footings  over  an  exist- 
ing concrete  slab  within  100  feet  of  a 
pond  and  intermittent  stream  at  119 
Salisbury  Rd.  Shannon  Boomsma  of 
White  Engineering  appeared  for  the 
applicant.  At  the  Silver  St.  site,  the 
new  silo  would  join  five  already  within 
100  feet  of  a  swamp.  At  the  Salisbury 
Rd.  site,  the  roof  would  pitch  toward 
the  drive  and  no  new  hard  surface 
would  be  added. 

The  Commission  issued  a  negative 
determination  on  the  activity,  with  the 
condition  the  berms  drains  at  the  Silver 
St.  site  be  screened  to  prevent  the  escape 
of  plastic  material  into  the  wetlands. 

The  Commission  sent  a  letter 
requesting  a  certificate  of  compliance 
from  Fred  Steinberg  at  54  Rannapo  Rd. 


NEW  FEATURE 

Starting  in  this  issue,  the  Sheffield  Times 
will  include  a  Police  Log  reporting  on 
the  types  of  incidents,  crimes  and  motor 
vehicle  accidents  that  have  involved  the 
Sheffield  Police  Dept.  Our  thanks  to 
Chief  McGarry  for  his  cooperation  in 
this  endeavor. 


POLICE  LOG 
October  &  November  2009 

Offense  type  and  #  of  incidents 

Crimes  against  persons 

16 

Crimes  against  property 

16 

Financial  crimes 

0 

Drugs 

0 

Speeding 

60 

Driving  under  the  influence 

2 

Other  motor  vehicle  offenses 

38 

Snowmobile/ATV  offenses 

0 

Traffic  accidents 

0 

Crimes  against  persons  includes  assault  and 
oattery,  intimidation,  sexual  assault,  resisting 
arrest,  threats.  Crimes  against  property  in- 
cludes vandalism,  breaking  and  entering,  larceny. 
Financial  crimes  include  check  forgery,  fraud. 

NEWS  FROM  THE  TOWN  CLERK 

Special  state  election.  The  special  election  to  elect  a  U.S.  Sena- 
tor to  fill  Edward  Kennedy's  former  seat  will  take  place  Tues.,  Jan. 
19,  from  7am  to  8pm  at  Town  Hall.  If  you  need  transportation, 
contact  the  Senior  Center  at  229-7022  to  make  arrangements. 

Contact  the  clerk's  office  for  an  absentee  ballot.  The  deadline 
is  12  noon  on  Fri.,Jan.  15  (Mon.,Jan.,18  is  the  Martin  Luther 
•King,  Jr.,  holiday  and  town  offices  will  be  closed). 

Voters  can  register  year  round.  Note  that  only  registered 
voters  can  vote  at  town  meetings. 

Hunting  and  fishing.  The  2010  hunting  and  fishing  licenses 


are  available,  as  well  as  archery,  waterfowl  and  primitive  arms 
stamps.  Please  provide  a  previous  year's  license  or  a  copy  of  a 
hunter  safety  certificate  if  obtaining  a  hunting/sporting  license.  For 
further  information,  see  www.mass.gov/masswildlife. 

Dog  licenses.  License  renewals  begin  on  March  1.  If 
you  have  a  dog  six  months  of  age  or  older  or  if  you  reside  in 
Sheffield  a  minimum  of  30  days  of  the  year,  you  are  required 
to  license  your  dog.  The  fees  are  $5  for  intact  dogs,  $10  for 
spayed/ neutered  dogs.  For  further  information  please  contact 
the  Town  Clerk's  office. 


silk's  vcai&txj 


Beer/wine/spirits 
and  much  more!! 


107  JVtidn  Street 
sheffv&LL,  JWi 


PRECISION 

AUTOCRAFT  inc. 

HIGH  QUALITY  BODY  REPAIR  &  HNISHING 

Complete  Collision  •  Paint  •  Glass  Services 

Laser  Frame  Measuring 

Computer  Controlled  Estimating  and  Paint  Mixing  Systems 

THOMAS  M.  ANDRUS 

Rt.  7,  1939  No.  Main  St.,  Sheffield  MA  01257 

(413)528-1457  1-800-734-1457 

Fax  (413)528-0186  •  precision.auto@roadrunner.com 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


KIWANIS  NEWS  AND  EVENTS 


Pancake  breakfast.  On  Sun.,  Jan.  17, 
at  the  Mt.  Everett  School  Cafeteria,  our 
third  Annual  Kiwanis  Pancake  Breakfast 
Buffet  Extravaganza  is  open  for  busi- 
ness from  10am  to  1pm.  This  event  is 
co-sponsored  each  year  by  the  Kiwanis 
Club  and  the  Mt.  Everett  SADD  group. 
The  menu  includes  pancakes,  quiche, 
blueberry  muffins,  sausage,  applesauce, 
home  fries,  orange  juice  and  coffee.  Will 
that  satisfy  your  appetite?  The  charge  is 
only  $8  for  adults  and  $4  for  children 
age  12  and  under.  The  entry  fee  also  gets 
you  a  chance  at  the  door  prize.  Music  and 
other  attractions  are  planned.  The  profits 
from  this  event  will  again  be  used  to  fund 
Teacher  Grants.  Last  year  we  were  able  to 
divide  nearly  $2,000  among  seven  teach- 
ers in  five  schools  in  Sheffield  and  Great 
Barrington.  (Snow  date:  Sunday,  Jan.  24.) 

Scholarship  raffle.  It's  time  to  think 
about  buying  that  $50  ticket  for  the 
10th  Annual  Scholarship  Truck  Raffle. 


This  year  the  first  prize  vehicle 
is  a  2010  Ford  Ranger  XLT, 
4X4,  Extended  cab,  V6,  5  Speed 
automatic — or  $15,000  cash. 
Second  prize  is  $1,500  and  third 
prize  $500.  The  truck  is  provided 
by  Johnson  Ford  of  Pittsfield.  You 
may  view  the  vehicle  parked  in 
front  of  the  Sears  store  in  Great 
Barrington.  All  Kiwanis  members 
will  be  selling  chances,  along  with 
the  following  businesses:  The 
Bridge,  PJ's  Convenience  Store,  Great 
Barrington  Sears,  Pittsfield  Co-Op  Bank 
and  Silk's  Variety.  The  drawing  happens 


Jim  Collingwood  and  Paul  O'Brien  wield  dueling 
spatulas  at  last  year's  Pancake  Festival. 

rescue,  and  we  are  most  grateful  for  the 
confidence  this  community  shows  in  our 
charitable  efforts.  If  you  have  forgotten 
to  honor  your  pledge,  it's  not  too  late  to 


on  Valentine's  night  (Feb.  14)  in  the  lounge    send  that  donation  to  Sheffield  Kiwanis, 


at  The  Bridge  restaurant.  The  profits  from 
this  project  go  exclusively  to  our  scholar- 
ship program. 

Thanks.  A  great  big  thank  you 
goes  out  to  all  the  contributors  to  our 
November  Radiothon.  It's  amazing  how 
consistently  our  supporters  come  to  the 
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P.O.  Box  683,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

Holiday  activities.  For  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas,  Kiwanis  donated  turkeys 
and  vegetables  for  36  families  here  in 
Sheffield  and  gave  a  check  to  Community 
Action  in  Great  Barrington  for  the  same 
purpose.  Our  members  also  shopped  for 
12  children  in  the  Adopt-a-Child  pro- 
gram. The  "Warm  the  Children"  campaign 
was  so  successful  we  were  able  to  supply 
76  young  people  with  new  winter  attire. 
Kiwanis  works  this  project  in  cooperation 
with  the  Berkshire  Record  and  Kmart. 
Gretta  Willig  chairs  the  activity.  Kiwanis 
members  meet  the  designated  families  at 
the  store  to  buy  the  clothing. 

The  Kiwanis  Pediatric  Trauma 
Institute  held  an  Open  House  at  the 
Tufts  Medical  Center  in  Boston  on  Dec. 
5.  Five  Kiwanis  members  attended  with 
four  Key  Clubbers  from  Monument 
Mountain.  Dorothy  Kelley  delivered  50 
more  tote  bags  filled  with  necessities  for 
parents  who  unexpectedly  need  to  stay 
in  the  hospital  with  their  child  overnight. 
Many,  many  thanks  have  been  received 
for  these  vital  items  from  parents.  Phyllis 
Pickert  made  most  of  the  bags  this  time; 
she  also  whipped  up  20  stuffed  cloth 
dolls  as  a  bonus  donation. 

New  members.  The  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  has  welcomed  George  Oleen, 
Rene  Wood  and  Brian  Palmer  as  new 
members.  Anyone  else  interested  in  join- 
ing, drop  in  at  The  Bridge  any  Tuesday 
night  at  6:30pm  and  join  us  for  dinner. 

— Dick  Goodwin 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

What's  It?  Night.  Fri.,  Jan.  8, 7:30pm,  at 
Dewey  Hall.  Society  member  and  past- 
president  Chris  Coenen  will  guide  and 
engage  the  audience  in  the  annual  quest 
to  identify  various  mystery  objects.  Bring 


SHEFFIELD  TREE  PROJECT 

On  Nov.  2 1 ,  arborists  and  volunteers  gathered  to  plant 
and  prune  Sheffield's  community  forest  as  part  of  the 
Sheffield  Tree  Projects  annual  Community  Work  Day. 
The  event,  originally  scheduled  for  Oct.  24,  had  been 
postponed  due  to  rain. 

Tom  and  Campbell  I ngersoll,  Michael  King  and 
Will  Conklin  pruned  14  trees  in  the  center  of  the 
village.  Some  radical  structural  pruning  was  required 
for  the  Princeton  American  elm  in  front  of  Gretta's 
Market,  while  minor  training  was  good  enough  for 
many  of  the  trees  on  the  green  and  for  the  crabapple 
in  front  of  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept.  Ron  Yaple  and 
his  crew  from  Race  Mountain  Tree  Services  donated 
their  time  to  follow  the  crew  and  chip  up  the  result- 
ing branches. 

Later.Tree  Project  board  members  Michael  King 
and  Tom  Ingersoll  planted  two  crabapple  trees  in  front 
of  the  new  Cavanaugh  Plumbing  and  Heating  build- 
ing on  North  Main  St. They  were  joined  by  Lawrence 
Davis-Hollander  and  his  family  to  plant  a  Princeton 
American  elm  at  Route  7A  and  West  Stahl  Rd. 


that  peculiar-looking  thing  from  your  attic, 
trunk  or  Berkshire  tag  sale.  The  program  is 
free  and  open  to  the  public.  Light  refresh- 
ments will  be  served.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  229-2694  or  visit  the  web  at 
www.sheffieldhistory.org 
Martin  Luther  King 
Day  Program.  Sat.,  Jan. 
16,  2pm,  Bushnell-Sage 
Library.  Author  Amy  Bass 
will  present  a  book  talk 
and  signing  at  Sheffield's 
annual  Martin  Luther 
King  Day  program. 
In  Those  About  Him 
Remained  Silent,  Bass 
provides  the  first  detailed 
account  of  the  battle  over 
W.E.B.  Du  Bois  and  his 
legacy,  as  well  as  a  history 
of  his  early  life  in  Berk- 
shire County.  The  book  is 
an  unexpected  history  of 
how  racism,  patriotism  and 
global  politics  played  out 
in  a  New  England  commu- 
nity divided  on  how — or 


even  if — to  honor  the  memory  of  one  of 
its  greatest  citizens.  Bass  is  an  author  and 
editor,  and  associate  professor  of  history 
at  the  College  of  New  Rochelle.  For  more 
information,  call  229-7004. 

A  Colonial  Tea  Sampler.  Fri.,  Feb.  12, 
7:30pm  at  Dewey  Hall.  To  boycott  the 
heavy  tax  placed  on  British  import  teas, 
colonists  learned  to  substitute  "indepen- 
dence teas,"  which  were  herbal  infusions 
derived  from  plants  that  were  grown  in 
their  gardens.  Coffee  also  became  popular 
during  this  period.  Gillian  Hettinger, 
of  Sheffield  and  New  Jersey,  literature 
teacher,  scholar  and  frequent  Sheffield 
Times  contributor,  will  host  this  program. 
Come  learn  what  our  ancestors  would 
have  served  for  tea  and  take  a  taste  of  each 
to  see  if  you  would  have  liked  them! 

77?e  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  137-161  Main  St., 
P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  229-2694, 
shs@sheffieldhistory.org,  is  a  non-profit  organization 
that  seeks  to  promote  a  wider  understanding  of  the 
people  and  events  that  preceded  us  in  this  area,  and 
to  preserve  and  transmit  that  heritage  to  current  and 
future  generations. 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


IH  Mm  UN 
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PIP! 


ERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

Lottery  .  Beer  -  Wine  *  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 
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WINTER  LIFE  AT  BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE 


The  Trustees  of  Reservations  welcome  you  to  stop  by  to  enjoy 
what  Bartholomew's  Cobble  has  to  offer  during  the  winter 
months — beautiful  trails,  a  great  nature  center  and  a  friendly 
naturalist.  There  are  brand  new  winter  activities  this  year, 
indoors  and  out.  As  usual,  Cobble  admission  is  free  for  resi- 
dents of  Sheffield,  and  donations  are  always  appreciated. 

From  January  through  March,  we  will  host  a  speaker  series. 
Highlights  include  a  talk  by  Tom  Tyning  about  his  recent 
research  on  rattlesnakes  in  the  Taconic  Range  and  a  program 
presented  jointly  with  the  Ashley  House  about  the  nature  of 
slavery  in  Sheffield,  as  gleaned  from  Colonel  Ashley's  papers. 
See  the  Cobble  Events  below,  or  check  our  web  site. 

One  of  the  best  things  about  winter  at  the  Cobble  is  all  the 
wild  ducks  and  geese  by  the  Housatonic  River.  On  any  given  day, 
there  might  be  up  to  a  hundred  Canada  geese,  many  common 
mergansers,  a  bald  eagle  or  two,  and  other  surprises.  The  Cobble 
is  also  a  fun  place  to  study  tracks.  There  are  always  deer  and 
coyote  tracks  to  be  found,  and  even  bobcat,  who  move  down  from 
the  hills  to  the  lower  ground  close  by  the  river  during  the  winter. 


This  winter  for  the  first  time  the  Visitor  Center  will  have 
snowshoes  for  visitors  to  borrow.  We  can  equip  with  snow- 
shoes,  send  you  off  on  an  adventure  and  serve  hot  chocolate 
when  you  return.  We  have  a  range  of  sizes  intended  for  anyone 
between  45  to  285  pounds.  They  will  generally  be  available  on 
Saturdays.  If  you  have  your  own  ski  poles  (downhill  or  cross 
country)  you  might  want  to  bring  them  along. 

Rene  Wendell  will  continue  his  themed  Saturday  walks 
(Jan.  9,  23,  and  Feb.  20  at  10am).  His  enthusiastic  style  makes 
him  popular  with  younger  walkers  and  his  natural  history 
knowledge  appeals  to  all. 

New  to  the  Visitor  Center  Library  is  a  story  for  the 
younger  set,  called  Bartholomew's  Cobble  Romp  that  teaches 
about  animal  tracks.  The  book  is  modeled  after  Sandra  Boyn- 
ton's  popular  Barnyard  Dance.  You'll  find  an  enticing  invita- 
tion on  each  page:  Want  to  walk  the  trail  real  slow?  Let's  find 
out  where  the  animals  go.  Bring  your  pre-school  age  children 
over  to  read  the  story  before  you  pop  them  on  the  sled  to  go 
look  for  some  tracks.  — Tamtnis  Coffin 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  AND  ASHLEY  HOUSE  EVENTS 

Wednesday  Wellness  Walks  about  and  show  his  extensive  arrowhead  collection,  shar- 


Wednesdays,  8:30-9:30am.  A  mix  of  meditative  walking  and 
social  time  led  by  Margo  and  Lawrence  Davis-Hollander.  Free. 
Learn  more  at  www.coachingvision.info. 

Writing  the  Winter  Landscape 

Sun., Jan.  3,  Feb.  7,  Mar.7,  I -3pm. Join  local  author  Pauline 
Clarke  and  Trustees  educator  Tammis  Coffin  to  walk  the 
winter  landscape,  exploring  seasonal  changes  with  journal- 
ing  and  poetry.  Free  with  admission.  Please  pre-register.  [See 
story  opposite.] 

Winter  Discovery  Hikes 

Sat,  Jan.  9, Jan  23,  Feb  20,  IOam-l2noon.The  Cobble  is  beauti- 
ful in  the  winter.  Hike  along  the  Housatonic  River,  through  the 
woods,  or  across  the  fields  with  naturalist  Rene  Wendell  as 
your  guide,  exploring  signs  of  winter  birds  and  wildlife.  Snow- 
shoes  available  in  child  and  adult  sizes.  Free  with  admission. 
Please  pre-register. 

What's  Going  on  With  Bats? 

Tues.Jan.  12, 6-7pm. Andrew  Madden  from  Massachusetts 
Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  will  discuss  the  latest 
research  about  bats,  white  nose  syndrome  and  answer  ques- 
tions. Free.  Donations  welcome.  Pre-registration  encouraged. 

Arrowheads  I  Have  Found 

Thur.,  Feb  1 1,  6-7pm.  Warren  Wilcox  of  Sheffield  will  talk 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329-acre  property  of  The  Trustees  of  Reserva- 
tions with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatoguc  Rd.  in  Ashley 
Falls.  It's  open  year-round,  daily,  sunrise  to  sunset.  The  Visitor's  Center 
is  open  9am-4:30pm.  From  Rt.  7  in  the  center  of  Sheffield,  travel  south 
and  turn  right  on  Rt.  7  A  and  follow  for  0.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Ran- 


ing  what  he  has  learned  from  a  lifetime  of  collecting  from 
Sheffield  fields.  Light  refreshments.  Free.  Donations  welcome. 
Pre-registration  encouraged. 

Stories  of  Special  Places 

Fri.,  Feb  26,  1 0:45- 1 1 :45am  (at  Hevreh).This  illustrated  talk 
with  Trustees  educator  Tammis  Coffin  explores  Bartho- 
lomew's Cobble  and  1 2  other  Trustees  of  Reservations  gems 
in  the  Berkshires.Talk  is  free,  lunch  is  $5.  Hevreh  is  located  at 
270  State  Rd.,  Great  Barrington.  Lunch  reservations  required 
by  Feb.  22  to  4 1 3-442-4360  x  1 5. 

Traces  of  Slavery  in  Colonel  Ashley's  Papers 

Sun.,  Feb  28, 2-3:30pm.  Colonel  Ashley's  account  books  from 
the  late  1 700s  offer  a  window  into  the  experience  of  slavery 
in  the  north.  With  Trustees  historic  resources  staff,  explore 
what  can  be  learned  from  the  written  records  to  reveal  the 
nature  of  slavery  at  the  Ashley  House,  the  Cobble  landscape 
and  beyond.  Free.  Please  pre-register  to  4 1 3-298-3239  x30 1 3. 

COMING  IN  MARCH  &  APRIL 

Mar.  I  LTaconic  Range  Rattlesnake  Survey  Results.  Mar.  18: 
Wildflower  Preview  (Mason  Library,  Great  Barrington).  Mar. 
25:  Rare  Plants  of  Massachusetts  from  Calcareous  Cobbles  to 
the  Coastal  Plain.  Apr.  10:  Cobble  Spring  Cleanup  and  Pizza. 
Apr.  1 7:  Discover  Life  in  a  Vernal  Pool.  Apr.  25:  Annual  Cobble 
Wildflower  Walk. 

napo  Rd.  and  follow  for  1.5  mile.  Turn  right  on  Weatogue  Rd.  to  the 
entrance  and  parking  on  the  left.  Regular  admission  is  free  for  members 
of  the  Trustees  of  Reservations  and  Sheffield  residents.  Non-members: 
$5  adult,  $1  child.  To  register  for  events,  call  229-8600  or  email 
bcobble@ttor.org.  Check  the  website  for  the  latest:  www.thetrustees.org. 
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WRITERS  ON  THE  COBBLE  TRAILS 

Walk  the  Cobble  trails  on  a  Sunday  afternoon  and  you  might 
come  across  a  group  of  people  standing  stock  still,  scrawling  in 
notebooks  with  gloved  fingers.  Welcome  to  the  winter  writing 
group!  As  Pauline  Clarke  and  I  begin  our  third  year  of  leading 
this  adventure,  we  invite  others  to  experience  the  joy  of  walk- 
ing the  trails  slowly  and  tuning  in  to  the  textures  of  winter  at 
Bartholomew's  Cobble. 

The  first  Sunday  of  each  month  at  1pm  the  group,  which  has 
so  far  numbered  around  six  people,  gathers  inside  the  visitor  center 
to  share  inspiration,  creative  suggestions  and  updates  on  what's 
happening  in  the  world  of  birds,  tracks  and  weather  at  the  Cobble 
that  week.  We  bundle  up  and  head  outside,  pausing  to  watch,  listen 

NEW:ARXATTHE  COBBLE 

In  a  new  series  of  "Hot  Chocolate  Saturdays"this  winter, 
Cobble  programs  will  explore  nature-inspired  art.AH  ages 
are  welcome.  $5  adult.  $1  child.  Members  free.  Pre-registra- 
tion  is  required. 

Animal  Track  Art.  Sat.Jan.  9,  I  lam-noon.  Explore  animal 
track  art  using  hand  carved  stamps  to  replicate  the  tracks 
made  by  local  wildlife.  Learn  about  the  winter  wildlife  com- 
monly found  at  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  then  ink  and  stamp 
the  prints  of  deer,  bobcat,  coyote,  wild  turkey,  and  more. 

The  Art  and  Science  of  Snowflakes.Sat.,Jan  23, 
I  lam-noon.  Explore  art  projects  inspired  by  the  shapes  of 
individual  snow  crystals.  Create  your  own  field  guide  to 
snowf lakes  or  a  poster  using  hand  carved  stamps  of  different 
snowflake  patterns. 

Winter  Waterfowl  Art.  Sat.,  Feb  20,  I  lam-noon. 
Learn  about  birds  that  are  commonly  seen  along  the  Housa- 
tonic  River,  then  make  a  paper  life-size  duck  or  paint  one  of 
the  wooden  duck  heads  donated  by  a  local  decoy  carver. 


and  linger  with  whatever  draws 
our  attention  that  day.  Some 
take  notes  or  pictures;  others 
jot  down  questions,  others  just 
quietly  observe.  We  stay  out  as 
long  as  temperatures  allow  and 
return  inside  for  hot  drinks  and 
a  few  guided  writing  exercises  to 
work  with  the  images  we  have 
collected. 

One  woman  says  she  enjoys 
coming  because  it  gives  her 
a  chance  to  slow  down  and 
spend  time  outdoors  with  other 
people  in  an  uplifting  way.  One 
of  the  men  who  participates 
says  it  helps  him  keep  his 
poetry  practice  going  and  gives 
him  new  ideas.  Each  person 
explores  and  notices  what  feels 
important  to  them — the  way 
the  river  holds  the  afternoon 
light,  the  sounds  of  wild  geese, 
where  the  coyote  tracks  lead. 

Each  writer  is  invited  to  share  their  field  notes  afterwards. 
A  notebook  is  filling  up  with  our  impressions  and  with  our 
more  polished  pieces.  Eventually,  these  may  become  an  exhibit 
or  a  future  public  reading.  For  now,  our  notes  share  the  simple 
gifts  of  lingering  with  the  land,  paying  close  attention  and 
learning  from  each  other.  Join  us  Jan.  3,  Feb.  7,  and  Mar.  7.  For 
more  information,  call  me  at  (413)  298-3239  x3003  or  E-mail 
tcoffin@ttor.org.  — Tammis  Coffin 


NOTES  FROM  THE 
WINTER 

The  storm  has  stopped  and  sun 
now  touches  the  tops  of  tower- 
ing hemlocks.  Each  branch  snow 
laden,  still,  as  if  in  contemplative 
repose.  — C.N. 

I  am  one  with  my  surround- 
ings: my  reflection  caught  in  a 
transparent  globe  of  ice,  my 
heart  racing  with  the  lift  off  of 
the  Canada  goose. . .      — J.K. 

Seed  pods,  seed-stacked  into  the 
urns  of  limestone  cuplets;  Hewn, 
the  grinding  bowl — 
Poultice  of  nourishment  Garnet- 
nubbed.The  inflecting  texture. 
A  course  connection  to  season 
and  simplicity  over  winter's  long 
hold  on  reason.  — J.F. 

Hold  inside  something  of  a 
shadow.  Hold  around  it  some- 
thing of  a  bird.  Hold  outward 
twig  tips  where  snow  is  col- 
lected. Hold  to  a  crows'  shadow 
slipping  quickly  over  snow 
beneath  the  cedars.       — T.C. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  NEWS 

Holiday  visit.  On  Dec.  21,  several  Shef- 
field American  Legion  Post  340  members 
traveled  to  the  New  Boston  Nursing 
Home  in  Sandisfield.  The  members 
delivered  gifts  from  Post  340  to  the  54 
resident  veterans  and  spent  the  after- 
noon chatting  with  them.  Most  stay  at 
the  nursing  home  during  the  Christmas 
Holiday.  We  would  like  to  express  our 
appreciation  to  Krissy  and  the  staff  of 
Rite- Aid  at  the  Big-Y  Shopping  Plaza  in 
Great  Barrington  for  helping  us  bring  a 
bit  a  of  holiday  cheer  to  the  veterans. 

Sponsors  wanted!  Last  June  three 
students  from  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High 
School  participated  in  the  American 
Legion  Boys/Girls  State,  a  program 
developed  to  offer  young  people  a  better 
perspective  of  the  practical  operation  of 
government  and  train  them  in  practi- 
cal citizenship.  The  program  is  held  at 


Stonehill  College  in  Easton,  MA,  just 
south  of  Boston. 

The  Sheffield  American  Legion 
Post  340  is  seeking  individuals,  organi- 
zations and  businesses  to  help  sponsor 
students  to  attend  this  year's  program. 
Last  year,  it  cost  $375  to  send  one 
student,  and  we  don't  believe  the  fee 
will  increase  for  2010.  If  you  would 
like  to  sponsor  a  student  or  would 
like  more  information,  send  a  letter  to 
American  Legion  Post  340,  P.O.  Box 
784,  Sheffield,  MA  01257  or  email  us 
at  alpost340@gmail.com. 

Veterans  wanted!  The  American 
Legion  is  looking  for  veterans  who  may 
not  be  aware  that  they  are  eligible  to  join 
the  American  Legion.  If  you  are  a  veteran 
or  know  a  veteran,  here  are  the  qualifica- 
tions. You  must  be  a  veteran  who  was 
honorably  discharged  and  served  in  any 


of  the  military  branches  within  these  time 
frames:  WWI,  April  6, 1917,  through 
Nov.  11, 1918;  WWII,  Dec.  7, 1941, 
through  Dec.  31,1946:  Korean  War,  June 
25, 1950,  through  Jan  31, 1955:  Vietnam 
War,  Feb.  28,1961,  through  May  7, 1975; 
Lebanon/Grenada,  Aug.  24,1982,  through 
July  31, 1984;  Panama,  Dec.  20, 1989. 
through  Jan.  31, 1990;  the  Gulf  War/Iraq 
and  Afghanistan  War,  Aug.  2, 1990,  to 
the  present.  If  you  are  currently  serving, 
you  are  eligible.  Those  who  served  in  the 
Merchant  Marines  between  Dec.  7, 1941, 
and  Aug.  16,  1945,  are  also  eligible. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  con- 
tact us  at  the  addresses  above  or  ask  any 
Post  340  member.  You  are  also  welcome 
to  attend  one  of  our  meetings,  on  the  first 
Friday  of  the  month,  7:30  at  the  Legion's 
Post  Home  on  Route  7,  Sheffield. 

—  Bruce  Philbrick  &  George  Oleen 
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LAND  TRUST  LECTURE:  AREA  GEOLOGY 


At  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust's  12th  annual 
Winter  Lecture  on  Saturday,  Feb.  27,  at 
Dewey  Hall,  longtime  Sheffield  resident 
Frank  Lowenstein  will  share  a  geologist's 
view  of  Sheffield  and  surrounding  towns. 
Lowenstein  is  director  of  Forest  Health 
Programs  for  The  Nature  Conservancy's 
Global  Forest  Partnership. 

Come  and  hear  the  stories  told  by  the 
forests  and  fields  nearby.  How  do  both 
our  rounded  mountains  and  the  flat  and 
fertile  farmlands  along  the  Housatonic 
sing  of  mile-thick  ice  and  vast  glacial 
lakes?  Why  does  the  limestone  that 
was  the  early  wealth  of  the  town  tell  of 
shallow  seas  bordered  by  dinosaur-domi- 
nated forests  of  giant  ferns  ?  And  what  are 
the  implications  of  this  geologic  history 
for  things  we  care  about  today — the  qual- 
ity of  our  drinking  water,  the  future  of 
farming  and  our  ability  to  avoid  the  worst 
of  global  warming? 

Starting  with  the  land  as  it  exists 
today,  Lowenstein  will  build  a  detailed 
portrait  of  a  few  different  areas  of 


town — the  waterfalls  that  grace  the 
town's  western  borders,  the  glacial  gravels 
underneath  Undermountain  Rd.,  the  vast 
wetlands  of  Schenob  and  Willard  Brooks, 
and  the  cobbles  and  fields  along  the 
Housatonic.  Using  these  illustrations  he 
will  build  a  history  of  the  last  300  million 
years  in  Sheffield. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  talk,  Low- 
enstein will  address  "geology  as  fate" — 
speaking  to  the  role  of  geology  in  our 
everyday  world.  Geology  in  fact  shapes 
the  composition  of  the  air  we  breathe  and 
controls  the  purity  of  the  water  we  drink. 

Lowenstein  will  close  by  addressing 
the  geology  of  global  warming — and 
what  opportunities  geology  places  before 
us  in  the  face  of  this  threat — both  glob- 
ally and  locally. 

The  Winter  Lecture  will  take  place 
from  3  to  5pm  at  Dewey  Hall  off  Rte  7  in 
the  Center  of  Sheffield.  Tea  and  refresh- 
ments will  be  served  after  the  talk.  All  are 
welcome,  and  admission  is  free.  For  more 
information,  call  229-0234. 


Please  support  your  community  newsletter!  Help  us  meet  our  2010  goal! 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 

OCTOBER 

1 6  Linda  K.  Steinhacker  to  Stephen  A. 

Borvoroglu  and  L.Daniel  Vincent, 
property  at  527  Sheffield  Plain, 
$355,000. 

20  Hyland  Country  Investments  to 

Glenn  J.  Strickling  and  Carolann 
Blanco,  property  at  60  Old  Joe  Rd., 
$460,000. 

22  David  D.  &  Lori  H.  Godwin  to 

David  Crombie  &  Mara  Medoff, 
property  at  54  Bull  Hill  Rd., 
$460,000. 

NOVEMBER 

4  Nancy  Baker  Emery  to  Renee 

DoreenVoltman,  property  at  130 

Park  Ln„  $276,000. 
1 0  Sarah  Penziner  to  Marcus  j. 

Pezze,  property  at  107  West  Rd., 

$265,000. 
\  3  Covered  Bridge  Lane,  LLC,  to 

Salisbury  Bank  &  Trust  Company, 

property  at  640  N.  Main  St., 

$675,000. 
24         Beatrice  Brand  to  David  &  Amy 

Lilienfeld,  property  at  350  S. 

Undermountain  Rd.,  $323,000. 

Frances  D'Agostino  to  Joseph  P. 

Roche,  property  at  1 06  Wells  Ln., 

$265,000. 


MnOMKTS 


Louis  &  Tammy  Pipa 

Proprietors 


TNL  Auto  Supply,  LLC. 

227  Stockbridge  Rd 

Great  Barrington,  Ma.  01230 

413-528-0838 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 
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PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


-•  Masonry 

•  Paint 

•  Insulation 

•  Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777        41  3-229-8820  FAX 
www.devriesbuildingsupply.com 


3%€ 
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Collecting,  Preserving  and  Transmitting 
Sheffield's  History  for  the  future 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  Museum  offers  tours: 

Tuesday,  Wednesday  &  Saturday,  1 1  am  to  4  pm  (May-Oct.) 

Come  explore  the  daily  lives  of  common  people  from  the 

Revolutionary  generation  onward,  including  the  intriguing 

history  of  the  Sheffield  Tory  for  whom  the  house  is  named. 

The  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  houses  the  town's  early 

archives,  including  tax  &  real  estate  records,  historic 

photographs,  and  genealogical  research.  Open  year  round, 

Monday  &  Friday  1:30-4  pm  and  by  appointment. 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

The  1834  Old  Stone  Store  located  on  the  town  green 

functions  as  the  Society's  gift  shop  and  exhibition  space. 

Open  weekends,  Saturday,  1 0  am  to  2  pm 

&  Sunday,  1 1  am  to  3  pm  (April-Dec.) 

159  Main  Street  |  PO  Box  747  |  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413.229.2694  |  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 

www.SheffieldHistory.org 
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Calendar  Page 


January 

7  Travel  talk  at  Library  (p.  1 1) 

8  "What's  It"  night  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  19) 

1 1  Special  Town  Meeting  (p.  I) 

16  King  Day  program  at  Library  (p.  I  I) 

1 8  MARTIN  LUTHER  KING,  JR.,  DAY 

19  SPECIAL  STATE  ELECTION 

28  Lunch  meeting  at  Senior  Center  (p.  1 2) 

February 

I  Quarterly  taxes  due  (p.  1 6) 

6  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series:  David  Reed  (p.  5) 

1 2  Colonial  Tea  Sampler  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.  1 9) 
12  LINCOLN'S  BIRTHDAY 

14  VALENTINES  DAY 

15  DEADLINE  FORTHE  MARCH/APRIL  ISSUE 
15  PRESIDENTS  DAY 

12  WASHINGTON'S  BIRTHDAY 

27  Lecture  on  Sheffield  geology  at  Dewey  Hall  (p.22) 

March 

I  Dog  license  renewals  begin  (p.  1 7) 

6  Dewey  Hall  Folk  Series:  Robby  Baier  (p.  5) 

/  4  DAYLIGHT  SAVINGS  TIME  BEGINS 

17  ST.  PATRICKS  DAY 

20  FIRST  DAY  OF  SPRING 

29  PASSOVER  (begins  at  sundown) 

See  also  the  I'istings  for  Kiwanis  (p.  18) 
and  Bartholomew's  Cobble  (p.  20) 


It's  not  a  subscription.  It's  a  way  to  make 

Sheffield  a  better  place  to  live. 

Please  contribute! 


(2nd  only  for  winter) 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 


Meetings  or  events  that  occur  less  than  weekly  are  noted  with  a  week  number 
-  i.e.  "1st,  3rd"  indicates  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in 
the  month.  *  indicates  appointment  needed.  Town  functions  listed  first. 


Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 
Mondays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am-12noon 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd, 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10:30am 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Building  Inspector,  7am-12noon 

Council  on  Aging,  5pm,  2nd 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie, "  11:30am 

Kiwanis  Club,  The  Bridge  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  3pm,  1s' 
Thursdays: 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Commission  on  Disabilities,  1s' 

Building  Inspector,  Thurs.  3pm-6  pm 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Fridays: 

Building  Inspector,  7-1  Oam 
Saturdays: 

Dewey  Hall  Folk  Music  Series,  8pm,  1s' 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  11am,  3rd 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES,  YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  issues  mailed  to  you) 


Email: 


CD  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 

LJ  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


l~l  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


I 

L 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  We  will  mail  issues  for  a  year 
to  everyone  who  makes  a  donation  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  check  here  if  you  do  not  want  issues  mailed  to  you: 
The  Sheffield  Association  is  a  nonprofit  organization.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  to  the  fullest  extent  allowed  by  law. 
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REVERSE  MORTGAGES 


BIGGER  LENDER  -  FASTER  CLOSINGS  -  SAME  GREAT  SERVICE 


Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Consultant 

Senior  Products  Group 

Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage 

Serving  Western  Massachusetts  and 

Connecticut  Regions 

888  229-9908  Office 

413  329-8399  Cell 

jessica.krupski@wellsfargo.com 
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